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By SAMUEL FESUHER: 


JOB I. 21, 

The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken awa Y, bleſſed be the Name 
6f the Lovd, | 

LEVI TT» JO. 3. 
And »Aarou hild hu Peace. | 
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1 Will bear the Indignatiow of the, 
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TO MY -- 
"VERY LOVING 
| | AND 
Much reſpected Friend 
M* Willians Holeates 
Citizen and Haber- 
daſher of Loxdos. 


9. F. wiſheth humble Sub- 
\. miſſion to, andholy de- 
pendance upon God. 


&.( you upon 
238 of your 
dear Conſort, tro 


A 3 mike 


make choice of me? 
(the moſt unwor- 
thy) to preach at 
her Funerall. My 
affetions to you 
were ſtrong obliga- 
tions upon me, | 
was willing to pet- / 
form any Service 
within my compaſſe 
for her that was 
dead, from whom | 
enjoyed ſo many real 
Refpets when ſhe 
was alive. I was 
. Debtor to you both 
for very much love, 
and” 


[ 
| 
| 


nd therefore willin Sg 


Q,. toſerve you both in 


\, doingthis laſt Office 
T Or her,which was no 


/ other according to 
= Seripture language ) Fob 


_ 
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then your ſelf; When 
you engaged me to 
this work, my hands 
were full of trouble- 
ſome bufincſle about 
my removal into the 
Countrey , which 
though it did nottake 
meoft, yet did much 
indiſpoſ: me for this 
Service; But being 

- en- 


= 


engaged, laid aſide 
(as muchas1 could) \ 
other thoughts,that | \ 
might bein my mea» | 
ſure providcd to offer | 
ſomething which | 
might be ſutable to 
the preſent occaſion, 
and uſctull: to thoſe 
thatſhould be myAu- 
ditors in that Solem- 
nity. 1 intended no 
moretheathe ſervice. 
of my Maſtet,andthe 
benefit ofthe hearers 
by the barepreaching 
of a Sermon. Yet 
TFT when 


le hadpreached. And. 
u- fincemypromiſe,you 
n- have kept me warm 
o with your lettersghar 
e . Imightnotrecede; I 
e conteſsljudgemy ſelf 
's ofraſhnesinthatpro- 
2 miſc,and[haveſmar- 
t redioritzformyown- 
,  As5 thoughts 


when it- was done, 
whiles my affeQtions 
were ſtirring, and be- 
fore I cooled, | was 
drawn contrary to 
my former znclinati- 
ons, to promiſe you 
the Notes of what. [ 


thoughts bave beena 
preſs 10 me, before 
myNotescome under 
thePreſsfor you. { 
know mine own na- 
kednes,-and have ſo 
much pfide in me,thar - 
I can hardly bewilling 
that others ſhould 
have occaſion to take 
notice of that naked- 
nes. Butit may beGod 
may ſtirre up fome 
fairhſull friend ro be- 
few ſome wholſome 
reproof upon me,and 
that m2 2y repair my 


loſs 


loſs by ſome realad- 
vantage.!amreſolyed 
tro truſt the Lord, 
Sir,what they were, 
when they were deli- 
vered, I have ſent 


_ themro you without 


any new clothes. Y ou 
have called for them 
earneſtly, l have only 
crouded for time to 
tranſcribethem And 
now you have ment 
muct good may £0 you 


 withthbemT hey re:ch 


[1 oY ; 
avery weighty letion 
under the Croſs, Viz. 


F y P 


[#, 


& & 


Tobe dumb, and not o= 
pen the month, becauſe 
of God's doing. A lcflon 
for all that are trained 
upin the School of 
afflition, but eſpeci- 
ally direted to you 
at this time, that you 
may learn'with humble 
filence to bear the ſmart- 
ing twigs of that Rod 
which lies upon your 
back,in the loſs of ſo 
greata Comfort, by 
tits with-drawing of 
fo ſweet, ſo good a 
Companion, Ihope 


y 


yOu . 


— 


you bavelearnedthis . 
{fon Something I 
think I ſaw before l 
left you, L ſhall be glad 
if yet they may con= 
tribute any thing fur- 
ther towards your 
help, and the ſatisfa- 
&ion of. . thoſe dear 
Friends that \were in 
near relation to hes 
that is withGod,who 
in regard of the man, 
ner of her death, ſec- 
med more diſ-tatizh- 
ed, and therefore as 
they have necd, fo 

poſlibly 


poſſhbly they mayg 
oain ſome advanrag; t 
by the reading & t 
whatthey heard, t 
A part of theſe | 
Notes were uſed at 
the Funeral of ano- « 
ther Friend,the good | 
wife, of a very good ( 
manrharlives in the | 
Pariſh of Brides. 1 pre- | 
ſent the whole that | 
neither of you may 
complainot loſs, My 
prayer ſhall be, thar 
you, and all that read 
them, may reap ſome 
good 


may good fruir by them, 
__ that God may have 


) 


* of theglory of aa hum- 


ble filent ſubmiſſion 


ieſe uuder the Crofſle, 
| at who hath ſo much 


. dihonour by our 


ſins that bring the 
Croſfle : And if rhis 
may be the iſſue of 
theſe poor, weak, 
unpoliſhed lines, he 
that praies ſhall have 
occalion to adde 
praiſes, and Thankſ- 
eivings for ſo rich a 
bleſſing ro the God 

of 


of his Mercies. . To , 
whom, andto whoſe ; 

Mercies, he com- 

mends you, whois 


PF. + 


YourFriend, 
that eartily dehires. 
to mect you and 
PR Cos. 
fortin Heaven 


| Si. FH, 


BF HOU beb 


es. 
me now 10 

F Print, and 
it may be 
® thou ' won- 


Ns hes, and ſo de 7. 1 
| belteve thou didft not ex- 

_: pectit, and I afoure thee 
MN 14d not imendit. My 
 Swunne us n0w drawing &- 


BK, pace towards the Weſt , 
qet 


yet till ths time 1 never 
durft venture into ſo open 
an air, as new I muſt, 


M. Stadle) 7 have not wantcd [trons 


206 Is me 


others. 


provecations from thes 
vinegar friiting peins of 
other men (who have. 
endangered »y liberty, 
by traguring wy Do- 
etrine, wreſt:ng my words, 
ana charging me (t#t- 
" p40 SLY 1 Chir thengks) 
with that which their 
own wicked hearts > 
forged , to appear bef. 
this in mine on v; on 
cations, tut belicuing 4 
ay of Fndgemest, and 
knowing that God (its 
#pcm the Throne jnaging 
rht, T thonsht at 


& 


4 more quiet, [0 a ſafer 
way to intereſt God in the 
quarrel, by committing 
my way ts him, then 1s 
take up the bucklers to ae- 
fend my ſelf: And I founa 
this advantage by My fi- 
lence, though I aid, yer God 
did not fit ſtill, he raiſed 
up others to appear for 
truth, and for hs poor ſer- 
vant,who haviaz more h0- 
noar, and greater abilities, 
have aone that for beth, 
which poſi:bly threngh 
weakneſſe might have ſuf- 
feredin wy hands. 1 tel 
thee this to beget thy fa- 
vourable opinion, that thou 
mai it not think me over 
forward in this underta- 
King. This 


Thu poor thing which is 
under thine eye, hath ne. 
thing of CArt tocommend. | 
$torhee, The Father hins- 
Wl... {elf 1 poor. But of thewbe,, 
fo» one exerciſed. under affiee, 

| dion, atframs to know. 
and do thy duty, cant 
#mbrace Truth naked, ang. 
love. it for. it . ſelf. If 
thou wilt bring an holy and. 
humble heart to the read-. 
nz of theſe lines, and wilt 
dl ſome fervent requeſts 
for Gods bleſiing, peſbubly 
thes maift get ſome little 
good by the ſober pains up- | 
on that which & here offer- 
ed thee by a weak and 
wortbleſs Inſirument, 1 
jake it for granicd that 
thine 


| 
| 


b i 


thtve is within the common 


BY. 
end. by, amongit thoſe that are 
FFH8- 


% 


*: auty is incumbent upon 


1/47 


71 


1.7 


 ſubje# toaffiftion, And 


wh if thou be afflifted, this 


thee as well as me, to be 
dumb, and not openthy 
month under Gods 
\ hand. Now #f thow be 
ſo perfeiFly learnedin this 


; leſſon of 'boly filence, aud 


humble-ſubmifion, avd 
baſt -thy * heart at tha 
command , that thin canff 


preſently filerce any dt- 


; frempered motion in thi 
| ſprinzing of it, without 
any more ado, I perfwade 
thee not to beflow cithey 
coft «r pals upon the lit - 
te piece, becauſe 13 on Jy 
SICATS 


treats of that which it 
ſeems thou haſt no need of, 
and indeed contains nt 
thing in it of that Sub- 
jet, but what « plain and 
common. Bnt if thou bt 
4s I am (a man ſubjed 
to like paſions with other 
poor S atnts,) that hath nced 
of all the heips that may bt 
to keep down unruly affe- 
tHons , when God ſtrikes 
hard, the Rod ſmarts and 
the fleſh bleeds. And lt 
226 adde, if thin be willing 
to learn at a petty.Schovl, 1 
hope I may ſay thou maiji 
finde that which may ve- 
worth as mach as thy co# 
in buying, or pains in read: 
mg will amount to; If _ 
, 


do get any good by this poor 
traveller (which # the_ 


paſſionate deſire of the 


* Author) beſtow thy pray- 


ers wpen him , that dares 
mt ſend out this paper 
without prayers for it, and 
thee, VIZ. that there may 
be a bleſiing init, and that 
thou mateſt finde it, with 


" whichT leavethee, and de- 


fre to.be, whiles I am 


Thoruton Sept. 2.5. 
1654. 


Thint, deſirous to offer 
up fervent prayers for 
thine everlaſting cod 
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Ps AL. 39.9. 


Iva dumb, I opened not my 
mouth becauſe thog didſt it. 


SONG His Pſalme ( as 
&\ appears by the 
DY Title) had Da- 


* ordinate Au- 

thor of ir, Him (being a 
man to his heart) be did 
imploy principally to be 
the Holy Ghofts Penman 
£0 write this excellent piece 
B of 


[2] 
of Scripture, this Book of 
Pſalms. 

Ic is directed to Fednthnn 
who was one of the three 
Prxtfets or Maſters of Mu- 
ſick, appointed and ordered 
by David for the guiding 
of Song in the Houſe of the 
Lord, 1 Chr09.25.1,6,7. 

It was penned in Meeter, 

1 ſuper for it is (Afizmor of Da- 
nn wk ) a Pſalm of David 
tionis. Which notes Sermonem con- 
| eiſum, ab omnt verborum-, 
ant ſyllabarum ſuperfluitate 
reſetum , a ſhort lpeech, 

that hath all ſuperfluity of 


nn —— 


words or ſyllables lopped 


and pared off: Nor is it 
only bound up by the mea- 
ſure and number of feet, 
Luemadmoanm pete cars 
mma compenunt, but by the 
number of Syllables, that it 
| may 


—_— 


LT 


may be rightly diſpoſed and 
fir for Song. 

At what time, and upon 
what occaſion this Plalm 
was written, 1s in the judge- 
ment of the Learned very 
uncertain : Thoſe that ven- 
ture fartheft give us but 
their conjectures,and there- 
fore I ſhall not follow them, 
unleſs they had a Lanthorn, 
Leaving ſuppolitions, that 
it mighr referre to Sarls 
perſecution, to Amnons In- 
celt, co Ab/olonus murther 
firſt, or treaſon after, or 
tO any grievous ſickneſle, 
occa{toned by his grief up- 
on any or all of theſe : It 1s 
certain David ( notwith- 
tanding is love to God, 
and Gods to him) was ex- 
ercited with --ariety of great 
and ſore troubles ; with af- 

B 2 fictt- 


[4] 


flitions repeated, and of 


long continuance : And to , 


ſuch a ſeaſon wherein he 
was thus exerciſed, 1t ap- 
pears by the ſcope and 
whole comexture of the 
Song he doth referre. And 
further, it is as clear from 
the Plalm it ſelf, that rhoſe 
afflictions which carried his 
eye to them inthe writing 
of this, were ſuch, and fil- 
led with ſo much bitterneſs, 
that he had much ado to 
bridle his paſſion, nay 
though he did with ftrong 
reſolutions as with a bridle 
or muzrole conſtrain his 
lips, yet by reaſon of the 
prefiing weight of his ſor- 
rows, his paſlton like fire 


ſhut up, did eat out its way, - 


and tranſport him beyond 
the limits of religious ſobri- 


ety. 


* #3 


ety. This 1 look upon (and 


+ therein I follow that great 


and ſound Expoſitor, who 

erres as ſeldom as moi GO a renen- 
in giving the fenſe of Scri- dum ff 
pture, M* Calvin ) as the Davidem 
principall ſcope of the hoc Pſalms 


: 101 pradi- 
Palm, to make known to care Virtue 


the Church of God, what;,,, [uw 
David had the fad experi- gued wor 
ence of , .viz. the great ad pictatzs 
firength and power of paſ- _— 
fion under the ſharpneſſe —_— Des [i 
and bitterneſſe of atflictt- gnceperie, | 
ON 2, ” {ed potius 
infirmitatis | 


ſue vitium fateri, quod efferbireris immodico Wi 


dolore, & impctu raptus fuerit ad expoftulandum. 
Grace it (elt is many times hard match wi;h 
corruption, 


The Pſalm contfifts of two 
parts, The firſt Exegeti- 
call or Narrative, The ſe- 


cond Eucticall or Precative. 
B 3 A 


[6] | 

A Narration and a prayer 

rake up the whole. in the 

former you have the Pro- Rk, 

phets difeaſe laid open. In | 
the later, the means of cure, 
or remedy applied. 

That which he declares | 
in the firſt part was, 

1, That he was ſenſible 
of his paſſion, under the 
ſenſe of his affligtion, viz, 
that he had need of a bridle, 
when God uſed a ſpur. This 
is fairly implied, v.1. 

2. His reſolution to keep - 
under his pailion, when he 
feltit began to ftirre. 7 /aid 
Twill take heed, I Will keep 
my mouth as With a bridle, 
or mouſel]. Or as the Greek 

B. Hall in with a ward. As if he had 
Jocum., ſaid, I ſet: down this con- 
ſtant reſoljutlon to mouſell, 
and lock up my lips, that] 
might 


ca cc wa tr —_ FF? tow, woo wwe wt 


EY 


' might not give my tongue 


leave to break out into any 


impatient or unbeſeeming 
*ſpeech, &-c. By this 1s no+ 


ted the untamedneſle of the 
tongue , which muſt by 
force and watchfulneſſe be 
reſtrained, or elſe will get 
out of doors, and kindle 
fire, 

3. The ſucceſſe of this 
reſolution and his endea- 
yours for a time, the ſup- 
preflion of his paſlionate 
diſtemper, v.2, 1 Was damb, 
With ſilence 1 held my 
peace, QC. 

4. The power and pre- 
valency of his paſlion af- 
terwards, Dolor mers thre 
bats eff, incalait cor meum, 
In meattatione mea exarſit 
ns, loquntus ſum lingua ; 
my grief was ſtirred, 3 
B 4 heart 


[5 ] 
heart Wwaxed hot Within me, 
whiles I was mnſing the fire 
turned, I fpake With my 
rongue. Though David had 
with great conſtancy en- 
eayoured to ſubdue and 


his heart, yethetels us, the 
fire was but ſmothered, not 
quenched, his paſſions were 
Ike fire ſuppreſſed, which 


| and then breaks out with 
Mique hine greater violence, Calvins 
__ note upon this is, By how 
jolligere li- much any man ſets himſelf 
my nempe More diligently to bring his 
ſe heart to obedience, and 
{q:m42% ſtrives to be patient under 
W Dei0% ye trials by ſo much the 
quim ſe HRS... . 

lomperat, FMOre many times is he vex- 
wc. Caly, ed with his pailions; and 
s Pſ.39.4 he gives the reaſon, becauſe 
in-ſuch a caſe Satan puts 


forth 


yorg 
[4 


xeep under the riſings of | 


makes its way by degrees, 


j 


f9] 

forth his utmoſt, to oppoſe 
him in his honeſt endea- 
yours, who in the mean 
time lets them alone, and 
doth not trouble them, 
whom he findes ſenſeleſſe 
and careleſs under the hand 
of God. . He addes. an in- 
couraging perſwaſive to- 
thoſe that are troubled with 
ſuch inordinate inflamma- 
tions,, to remember David: 
leaſt we faint in our mindes,. 
and the experience of our 
weaknets ſhould betray our 
hopes. 

In the verſes following. 
he gives an account of the 
language which he uttered, 
when his paſſions got vent, 
to v.7, which though they 
carry truth in them, and. 
are an excellent deſcription 
of the vanity of mans life, 

Þ 5 Yer 


[10] 
yet as they were uttered, 
and timed, do clearly ar- 
gue by the context that he 
was tranſported wvitio/o ex- 


ceſſu. And therefore ſaith 
my former Author, Nox 


fine ſtomacho & indignatio- 
ne dicit , Notmm fac mihi 


Fehovah finem menm, &c, It 


was not without ſtomack 
and paſſion thar. he ſaith, 
Lord make me to know 
mine end. 

In the later part you have 
the way of Davids cure, or 
the means by which his ſou! 
was reduced to a quiet tem- 
per : 
1, Hope in God, ». 7. 

2, Prayer to God, v.8. 

3. The ſerious. conſide- 
ratton of Gods band in the 
evils which he ſuffered ; by 
which he doth correct him- 

{elf 


17 
ſelf for the breakings out 
of his paſſion before. As 1f 
he had ſaid, Oh my ſoul, 
doſt thou conſider from 
whom thy afMiCtions come, 
that thou thus complaineſt ? - 
Thou haft to deal withGod, 
not with man ; What doſt 
thou mean thus to lift up 
thy ſelf > God hath done it, 
and wilt thou call him to 
account? This was of ad- 
mirable uſe to ſtop his 
mouth, to call in his heat, 
to temper his paſſion, 7 was 
dumb, F 4 opened nor my mouth. 
becanſe thou didſt it, Nihil 
ad compeſcendos dolorss in 
pets aptins eff quam abs 
nobis 1a mentem wenit, 93 
cum homine mortali, fe« 
eam Deo eſſe negotinmns.. 

And thus T have brought 
you to my text, which 15 - 
CON- 


[12] 


conveyed into Davids prays- | 
er, the ſecond part. of the 


Pfalm. 


The ſenſe is plain, and 
therefore I will not ſeck a 
| knot in a bulruſh : When 
LIND? x1 David ſaith a Obmu- 

1 eas, I was dumb, a | 
word that ſignifies to 


binde, as well as to be 
mure and dumb', becauſe 
thoſe that are dumb, 

whether by a naturall ne- 


| | Mar I5. ceſſity, Þ as were divers of 


- Mark thoſe whom Chriſt cured, 
| Any C 


;, as the Prophet Ezekiel was ; 


or by a Divine reſtraint, 


or by a rational], voluntary 


choice, as was this Prophet 
Pl.38.13 David borh at this 4 and at 


other times; they are as it 
were tongue-tied, they have 
their lips ftirche and bound 
up ; either they bave nota. 

taculcy 


[13] 

y- | faculty to uſe, or they do 
he not uſe the faculty they 

have. Thus bound up was 
nd our Prophet in the preſent 
a caſe. According to his pur- 
n poſe ir the beginning of 
s- | the Pſalm, he had now got 
on his mouſeli, whereby 


4 
© hislips were kept ſhut, and 
e 

: 


he reſtrained from ſpeak» 
ing: And the meaning 

, , reacheth no further, but 
' to his patient and humbie 
filence under Gods diſpen- 
ſation of the croſſe, vzz. 

' That upon the ſerious and 
| well-weighed conſideration 
| of Gods band in the affli- 
tion, and ſmarting rods 
upon his back, he laida law 
| upon his tongue that he 
might not then fin agaiuit 
God, when Gods hand was 
upon him for his ſin. * 
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[14] 

Now without any more 
travell about this little ſpot, 
I ſhall make ſome obſerya. 
tion upon theſe words, and 
carry them home in applt- 
cation, that if God pleaſe 
we may come £0 reap ſomes. 
thing of our ſeed. And 
whereas it appears both by 
the context, and the gene- 
rall ſcope of the Pſalm, that 


* David found a work on it, 


| Dot, 


to get and xeep his heart in 
a quiet, ſilent frame ; We 
ſhall in the entrance offer 
this Conſideration, 

T hat the dear ſervants of 
Gea ao finde a great buſineſſe 
03 it, aud have much ado ts 
keep unaer inordinate paſſi- 
ons, When God keeps rhems 
araer ſore affiictions, puts 
them upon ſharp trials. 

The weakpeſles of the 

mot. 


[15] 
moſt eminent Saints do of- 
fer themſelves for proof of 
this. XZo/es though he were 
25 even ſpun as moſt upon 


| earth, yet he made ſome 


ſnarles : he ſhewed that he 
ould be provoked, if you 
reade Namb.11. ad 16, you 
will finde Loſes himſelf too 
ſappiſh with God, Where- 


fore haſt thou affliffed thy ſere 


vant, &C. 

I ſhall leave you to look 
upon Eliah, 1 King. 19. 4. 
fob, Job 3.20,21,22,23. 6: 
6.8.5. & 7.15,16. the Pro- 
phet Feremiah, Jer. 20. 14, 
15,16,17,18. David, Plal. 
73.2,3. fonah, Jon.4. 1,2, 
3,4,8,0. Rachel, Gen.30.1. 
Theſe were eminent Saints, 
yet they could not alwates 
keep the fire in the chimny, 
even theſe were ſometimes , 

in 


YT [16] | 
tn danger of being ſcorcht; 
and burnt Þ _— they 
ow A y elr OWNn Gun 
: An 
pu nd no wonder, ,,y 
I, They were men, t - 
—— , Grace doth _ © 
ange the bei WF 
_ eings of crea-| 5 
2, The moſt emi oy 
o " 

_ upon earth hens _ 
— _—_ ſome mea - 
e lubje la 
_— ject to them, Zames the 

3. There 1s ſomethi 
corruption in all the =_ - 
palizons ; their faculties - 
= but 1n part renewed <. 
4 ough ſomething of inor- | _ 
—_ affection be morti- - 
is , PRO is ſomething | te 
£ 0 be mortifie ; 
nh: rtified, Col, by 
4. Palſltons are qui bo 
| v 
moved, ealily -Þ.. eqn 2 
o 
they 


Fg 


| C17] 
reht! fey have a great deal of 
WI Gun-powder in them, and 
O,. you know one ſpark will 
__ blowupa whole barrell of 
10t that, oh how quickly did 
It | 04h catch fire, Jonah 4. 
"| 5. The Saint is not al- 
mayes at home ; the rege- 
nt ' jerate part doth not ever 
t- | play its part, as one ative 
{- and in arms to keep down 
fs the riſings of thoſe. mala- 
ert quick-filver inmates of 
f theſoul which will lie down 
5 no longer then they are 
* kept down; where was the 
- | Saint think you when onah 
| , told God to his face, He did 
| | Welltobe angry, Jon.4,when 
' feremiah Curſed the day of 
bz birth, Jer.20. Both grace 
| and reaſon too have their 
lleeping times in the Saints. 


6. The enemy ( and that 
_is 


— 
- 


Joneb 4. 
3,4, 529- 


I8 | | 
is the devil ) doth watchty ny 
get advantage, and when T 
there is occaiion he puts on tg hi 
and provokes exceedingly yke 
to unhinge the ſoul, to work pyjir 
diſorder, ob 1.11. Beſides, | 
knowing his advantage, how| jay 
weak , how fooliſh, hoy| gre 
bruitiſh paſſion makes us, gy 
P/4.73.22, and how prep# pat 
red for temptation, he reſt 
leſtly uſeth all his art to 
bring the ſoul into this rout 
and confuſion. | 

7. When the paſſions are 
broke looſe and have got 
the reins it 1sa hard matter 
cven for grace it ſelf to qui- 4 
et and charm them again, it 
out of theſe chains they will | 
not be commanded; Itisas 
eaſie to quench fire in the 
thatch as to lay paſſion in 
the Soul; Both 7ob and 
David 


| [19] 

l1ty pevid found it ſo. 
vhen To prevent miſtakes, and 
s 08 to help your underſtanding 
"Sly ake theſe Rules with this 
'Or point. 
Gs, 1, Though good men 
10n| have cheir pailions, yet they 
08| are not wholly under the 
vs, power of their paſſions, in 
P+, part they are renewed 
elt though but in part,Gal.5.24 
0 2, The paſſions of good 
I men are none of their ver- 

| tues; thongh the men be 
ire 500d, itis no part of their 
N g00dnefſe to have their af- 
@. tections inordinate, but ſin- 
i ful in themas well as in 0- 
if thers, and more ſcandalous 
ll then in others; the better 
5 the man the worſe the fact, 
e when he moves irregularly, 
Pſa.7y.22. 7ob 42. 
= + The ſtronger any mans 
” paſſions 


[20] | 
paſſions are, and the more| dif 
inordinate, the lefſe he hath| ſon 
of a Saint in him, Ecc7.7.9, un 
the more of a beaft, P/a.7, * 

4. The more holy any; the 
man is, the more aſhamed,| of 
the more weary, the —_— | 
humbled for the inordinate- on 
neſſe of his paſltons , the, ani 
more reſolved, the more| do 
watchfull againſt them, that| me 
he be not, brought under' pr 
their power, P/al. 73.22. m: 
7ob 42.6. P/al.39, 1,2. fli 

5. It is moſt unbeſeeming nc 
and unworthy of a Saint to be 
be often and ordinarily | ps 
tranſported with . inordi- | þt 
nate pailions. Not only in to 
fore and breaking affiicti- | 1 
ons to be moved to unqui- | D 
etneſſe, but upon leſle, tri. ' b 
vial, and but ſuppoſed occa« | 1 
fions, to put off the _ « 

; It» 


| F223 
ore] diſpoſſeſſe the ſoul of rea- 
aath\ ſon and patience, is moſt 
7.9. unworthy. 
.73 To improve this, take 
any, theſe ConſeQaries by way Uſe 1. 
ied | of Information. It follows, 199. 
ore] 1, If the godly in afflicti- 
ate- on be ſudject to paſſion, 
the, and can hardly keep them 
ore| down, no wonder if other 
bat | men utterly deſtitute of 
der ' grace do grow drunk and 
22. mad with paſſion in their af- 

fiction ; Though they can- 
10g not be excuſed, there 1s no 
fo better to be expected; Their 
ily | paſſions are ridden without 
di- | bridles; What wonder is it 
in to ſee Sax! in a paſſion? 
t!- | 1 Sam, 20. 29, 30. When 
ut- , David a thouſand times the 
ri- | better man is ſcarce himſelf, 
Ca» | 1 S418.25.13,21,22, 
to 2,Godly men, yea, thoſe 
if- that 


[ 22] | 
that are got higheſt mulſws 
have their grains and al\ wo 
lowances, though they be the 
Sood mettall yet they have' bit 
ſome droſle, and they want) If 
ſomething of their weight,| pal 
Perfection 15not to be lo0-| ill 
ked for in any Saint on this| me 
{ſide heaven, Pal tels us he} ha 
preſſed after 1t, but he tels bet 
us alſo that he did not reach| ha 
it, Phil.3.12,13,14. . the 
3. Though you take |: 
berty to judge the weakneſ; for 
of a Saint, and do call paf- fel 
ſion when 1t is '\nordinate; of 
an evil (for ſo it is) yet! of 
you ought not preſently to! ſhi 
cenſure and conclude the pa 
man to be evil, becauſe in {ec 
affliction thou ſeeſt him a- | m: 
buſed by his paſlion. There, it 
is bitterneſſe in aftliftion it. 
( which I might have na- wi 
med 


| C23] 
maſſed as a reaſon ) and no 
| al wonder if the bitterneſſe of 
7 be; the Croſſe do draw out the 
ave bitterneſſe of the Patient. 
vant}if you ſee a man under his 
che/pakion you ſee him in an 
100+ i|| time to make a judge- 
this ment upon him,Who would 
$ he] have thought 7onah to have 
tels! been a Saint that ſhould 
-ach{ have ſeen no more of him 

then in his pafſion? Fonah 4. 
e |. 4. There is no ground 
neſs for any man to pride him- 
paſ- ſelf or ro be life gp, becauſe 
Tate) of his graces, as if in caſe 
yet| of affiiction he would not 
: to! ſhew ſo much weakneſle, 
the, paſſion, impatience, as he 
» in ſees ſome others doe; Ir 
1 a+ May be you would nat, and 
ere; tis g00d to reſolve againſt 
t0n it; but yet do not ſay you 
na- Willnot, left your pride be- 
ned tray 


| 


[ 24) 


tray you, and you be lef/( 
to your own weakneſle| t 
whatever you may think] 
you will do like other men « 
unleſſe denying your ſelye, { 
you get the preſent ſupph| 
of che Spirit of Chriſt, Phil] « 
I. Peter reſolved as wellaj ( 
thou canft doe in anothe;, ( 
caſe, MAat.26.35. and Ds f 
vid inthis ( Ihope you will þ 
own them for Saints) and ( 
yet both failed, Ler him tha a 
thinks he ſtands, Rom. 11, þ 
19,20. However I will ne h 
ther hear nor beleeve any, fi 
man that boaſts of himſelf} ( 
till I fee him in ſuch a con.! y 
dition ; He doth not«-knon; þ! 
himſelf, nor can another! R 
man know him till he come! C 
to trial.” lv 

5- They are eminent ( 
Saints, and the prace of 
God 


[25] 
e lef-God ſhines eminently in 
eſſe{ them, who under ſore and 
hink] griping forrows and affii- 
men ions, do yet poſleſle their 
elys, ſouls in patience, have their 
1pph! ſpirits kept quict and un- 
Phill diſtracted. Ir is a glorious 
ella fight (and the Name of 
other God is exalted by it) to 
D4#' ſea childe of God, keep 
1 will his ground, and fNa'1 un. 
and ſhaken when rh: windes 
3 that are high, and the rough 
. 11, billows beat upon him. L 
| ne had the happinefle to ſee 
any, fuch a ſighre, (and I bleſſe 
nſel| God I ſaw it with wonder 
con-' and thankfuineſſe) in that 
non, bleſſed ani renowns 
ther! Rock and Pillar of the 
ome! Church Mz whitaker', in 
/ whom patience had the 
neſ! Conquett over the moit 
* of breaking tormen:s that I 
God Þ have 


|] Jam. 5-26 


| Uſes. 
1 InſtcuR, 
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have known lying apon 
any Saint in this Age, As 
of 7ob, ſo it may well be 
ſaid of him in after-times, 
Have jon uot heard of th | 
Patience of Whitaker ? How | 
illuſtrious did this grace of 
God make this Saint of 
God ? How glorious | 
was God himſelf in/ 
that grace which was given | 
ro this Saint, by which he 

ſtood ſo invincibly in his 
ſharp encounters ? 

1. Whenyon ſee a man 
that fears God under af- 
flikion, eſpecially if his 
afflictions be great,unuſual, 
doubled, of long continu- 
ance, put on your bowels, 
and go to your prayers; 
Be they what they will, 
(chough the excellent np- 
onearth) you cannot mils 

your 


C27] 
your mark ; If they be 
men , and on this fide 
Heaven,they may have need 


_ of them, and will thank 
; you for them ; Pity them, 
| they bave not only afflii- 


08s to bear, but paſſions ro 
ſubdue, by reaſon of thoſe 


| xffliQtions, Fab 6.1, to the 
' 14dver, Pray for them 
| that they may be hbolden 
- up by God, not loſe their 


patience, whiles they bear 
their Croſſe, but have their 
ſpirits freetly calmed and 


"| weekned to ſubmit to Gods 
| chaſtiſements, not to make 


God ſuffer by their mur. 
murings s This is a charita- 
ble work ; Thou doit that 


| man; wrong whom thou 
| thinkeft ſoſtrong, fo pati- 


eſt, as not to need thy 
prayers, and therefore ipa- 
C 3 reſt 


NJ 
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ſpareſt them upon that 
account. 

"2. Learn to know your! | 
ſelves; that you are men 
and women, ſubjeR to like | 
paſſions 1 with other of your | 
fellows. And therefore 
though you are nacurally 
of meek and quiet ſpirits, | 
and by grace made "more | 
impaſſionate, yet do nor | 
flatter- your ſelves ; You: | 


know not what your affli- 


Rions may be, what tem- 
ptafions myy” be joyned 
with your afflitions, and 
how both theſe may work 
mpon your diſpoſition , 
and draw out your paſ- 
fon, 
7. Be holily jealous oh } 
your ſelves, afraid” leaſt | 
you ſhould miſcarry, walk 

humbly in the ſenſe of your 

own. 
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children have feweſt fals 
that -are moſt afraid 'of 
them, Conſider 2oſes,Da- 
vid, Jeb, Jeremiah, and do 
not preſumes 

2. Follow God earneſtly 
before afMi&jons come,that 
you. may be armed, and 


ts, prepared for them” when 


they come. Make Davias 
prayer your own, Pſalms 
| 179: 

3. Study the evil of 'be- 
ins brought under your 
paſſions, and of diſcovering 
that weakneſs in afflition, 
wherein Gods Honour , 
Religions Credit,your own 
Peace and Comfort are like 

t0 ſuffer ſo much. -- 
" 4 Make it your daily 
exerciſe to bridle theſe 
Colts, to be mortifying 
C3 your 


own weakneſſe ; Thoſe g,,, r+ 
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your inordinate paſſions be. | | 
fore-hand. The ſooner you | 
begin with them, che better 
able you will be to rule 
them : Innre them to ſab- 
jetion when they appearin | 
their weakeſt motions; and 
when you have broken 
them, and uſed them to 
the yoke, you will be leſſe 
troubled with them. This 
muſt be your work, Colef. 
3. F- 

5. Acquaint your ſelves 
with.the promiſes ; improve 
faith upon them, and lay 
them up againſt the day of 
affliction and temptation, 
Zeb 5.17,18,19,20,8c. I/a 
43-1,2- Rom 8. The Promi- 
ſes will feed your faith, and . 
your faith will ffrenpthen_ 
your ſouls. | 

Another Pointthat I muſt 
ſalute 


C31 ] 
ſalute by the way, as impli- 
ed,is, 


chaftiſements do lie upon the 
Saints, God #« the Author 
of them. Though it be of 
our deſerving, it is of Gods 
doing, Thou diaft 3t, Job 1. 
21. Hoſ.6.1, 

This is true, 1, What- 
ſoever the affliRion is in its: 
kinde, and whereever it 
toucheth, whether outward 
or inward , whether npon 
the body or ſon], or name, 
or ſtate, or family, it is 
the hand of God, Ames 3. 
6. 2 Sam. IG.Ils Tſar 45 +7» 
Heſ.6.1. 

2. Whatſoever it is in 
Circumſtance , for the ſea- 
ſon , meaſure , manner, 
duration, Inſtruments im- 
ployed about it, and the 

C4 mafiner. 


whatſoever affiiflions or Obſer. «|; is 


JY 
32] 
manner of their afing, yet 
the thing is of the Lord; 


Satan cannot touch fob, 
unlefle God firſt ſtretch 


forth his baud againſt him, | 


Fob 1.11, | 
To clear this, conſider 
1. That all the evils of 
aflition, were fore-laid in 


the eternal and wiſe Coun- | 
ſel of God ; Gods Coun- 


ſel is comprehenſive of all 
events, 1/4.14424,25,26, & 
23,8,9, Fer.4.28,29. 


2, The Commiſſion 


which is iſſued out in time, 
for the execucion of the 
Counſel, is ſigned under 
his own hand. He that 
hath taken up the purpoſe, 
ſees to the accompliſh- 


ment ; when the date is 
expired - the Counſell ' 


works : My Connſell foall 


an 


> > £©. _—— 
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fand, Ifaiah 46. 10, | 
3. In dis Providence, he 
doth dire, and order the 
tch execntion to-its end, Per. 
7 Gr OR 
/ ObjeR. How can it be 
| ſaid to' be Gods doing, When 
of | 7 comes not immediately from 
in \ him," bat Infliraments are 
tl ' imployed' about" it, and the 
n | Infriment atts  crookedly, 
land layes the foundation of 
« my affiftion in his ewn wic * 
keaneſſe ? For example,Seme 


D of Davids Doweſtique affli- * 2 Sam. | 
 OQtions, Were ®* Tamars de- *3.11,02 


© flouring by Amnon, ®thegÞ t 


death of Amnon by Abſo- 
C - lom ; Inceſt and muvther 
are committed ts make np 
Davids croſſe ; - Shall thas 
be [aid to -be of Gods do- 
ing * 

Anſw. Thoſe afliiftions, 
C4 wherein 


mw_ 2 


byer.2$. || 
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wherein wicked men are 
Inſtramenrs, and wherein 
the Inſtrament aRs moſt 
crookedly (as affliiQions) 
are of Gods doing notwith. 
ſtanding, He himſelf owns 
all the evil of affliction, as 
the Author of ir, emo: 3, 
6. 1/4.45.7. and therefore 


nO—_— 


we offer no injury toe bis. 
Holinefſe, when we aſcribe | 


it to him. fob made no 
ſcruple to ſay, when Sabre 
ansand Caldeanshad plun- 


dered him of his ſubſtance 


(which was theft in them) + 


That the Lord had taken, 
Fob 1. 

Underſtand therefore, 

1, That the affiliation or 

puniſhment, under which 


any man ſuffers, is to be 


diſtinguiſhed from the ſin 
of the Inſtruments that are 


uſed | 


| 


' 
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uſed about che affliction; : 
The finne is theirs thagx 
commit it, the afflition is 
Gods, though God makes 
uſe of an Inſtrument co 
execute his purpoſe in the: 
chaſtiſement of his Childe, 
yet he puts no vitiolity into- 
the Inſtrament that he 
makes uſe of, Evil In- 
firuments aR crookedly,. 
out of their own ſtock. 

2, God isa freeand un- 
limited Agent ; He may uſe: 
what Inſtrument he will co: 


' ſerve his own purpoſe ;- 


and may ſuffer the Inſtru- 


ment to uſe irs freedom: 


about the doing of his: 
work, to bring about his 
end by the Inftrument, as 
be did in the crucifying of 
Chriſt, eA#s 2. 23, God: 
is not, cannot be che Au- 

thor- 


mY 
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thor of ſinne ; but it muſt 
ever be acknowledged, that 
he is, and cannot bur be, 
the orderer and diſpoſer of 


it, 1 King.22.22,23,24, It | 
is his pleaſure to ſuffer (in | 


to be in the world, and 
whiles it is inthe world it is 


not ſtrange , if he order | 
_ the finne of a wicked man, 
to correR and puniſh the | 


{ins of good men, as is clear 
inthe caſe between David 
and his children, if you 
iook but one -Chapter 


brick, 2Sam.12.,7,8,0,10,11 | 


3. Though men cannot 
make uſe of other mens 
fins, to brinp about their 
ends withour defiling chem- 
ſeives ; ſand therefore he 
that doth nor hinder is ſaid 
ro command, righely un- ' 
cerſtood ) ver God can, | 

and 


I — 


« ww 


| 


_—_ 
and doth, by the finnes of 
the worſt men, and contra=- 
ry co their intentions, work 
ont his own glory, and his 
peoples good, without the 


' laafttouch of poilution to 


kimſelf, the leaſt impeach» 
ment to his Honour, Holi- 
neſſe, and Juſtice, Zxoars 
9.12.3nd 17, Theſe things 
conſidered, viz, That God 
is not the Authour of the 
Inſtruments finne, but the 
wiſe orderer of it, and that 
he hatiskill, aud doth or- 
der the fins of ren, in pn- 
niſhing his people to ſerve 
his own glory , and their 
good , we need not be 
afraid to ſay, That God is 


' the Authour of the afflii- 


on whatſoever it is, where 
men that are the Inſtru- 
ments inthe affliQion, are 
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Authors = wr fin. I ſhall 
apply this briefly. 
follows, aS in Job 5.6, 
* That afflictions ſpring mt 
out of the duſt , neither ds 
they come by ehance ; 
which way ſoever they 
come, the moſt high God 
hath a hand in them. 
2, It is folly much to eye 


the Inftrument in afflii. | 


ons, in caſes where Inſtru- 
ments are uſed. The In- 
firument is but Gods Rod, 
P/al. 17 13,14. and could 
not aR, if it were not let 
out, and ordered by the 
principal Agent. 

3. Whatever the afMiQi- 
on 1s that we are- any of us 
exerciſed with, it is duty 
to look up above the In- 
ſtrument (5,e.) to ſee the 


hand of God which guides | 


the 


hal 


[39] 


the Inftrument, ro own him 


in it, to fall down before 
him , to hear what he 

aks, and obſerve him 
carefully in all that befals 
vs. Thus did David in this 
Text, and in the caſe of 
Shimes, 2 Sam, 16-10. And 


| fofob, Jobi. Well were 


it if we could all do fo, 
both in reference to the 
general and publick eala- 
mities upon the Nation :; 
and in relation to our do- 
meſtick and perſonal trials, 
We are apt to dwell too 
much upon the ſecond 
cauſes, and negleat the 


4, It ſheweth us whether 


to go for che moderating, 
removing, bearing, ſani- 
fying of our atficion (5. 
e) to.him whoſe hand is 
ſtretched 
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ftretched out apaint us in 
the aflition. Our way is 
tro God by Repentance, 
Hoſ. 6.1, & 14. and hum- 
ble prayer, Ho/. 14, 1,2. 
Thus God teacheth, P/.50, 
and the Saints have learned, 
P/.116.3,4- 

5, You may ſee: upon 
whom you muſt cruſt; in 


the preſence and uſe of all | 


means, when you are un- 


der affliction. Yoa may 
make vſe of Phyſicians, 


Eſtates , Friends , other 
Creatures to Hheip, It is 
duty to uſe them , and 
mercy to have them. But 


you muſt truft in none for | 


your help in afiiftion, but 
in kim that bach the com» 


mand of the affi:Qion. It | 
was e1/'5 {inne to truſt * 


;n the Phyſician , 2 Chron, 
16.12, 


A 


; il 
. 116.12. It is the rich mans 
[to truſt in his wealth, Pre. 
'[1015, None of theſe can 
im. |help withous God ; He 
. \thatbreaks muſt biade up; 
©, [He that ſimites muſt heal. ,, ; & ,- 
24 |If God be the Authour of 
) | the afliQtion, it isto0 hard 
a work for any creature 
withour God, tobe the 
all | Author of the Cure. 
6, You may by this 
- judge whether you muſt 
\ curry the glory, and to 
whom you muſt pay the 
Trbute, for moderating, 
removing, ſanifying your 
fictions ; Sure it muſt be 
[to him that is both the 
' Author of the affiion, 
and of this Grace alſo, to 
, moderate, remove, or fan- 
@ | ite. In all our afflii- 
1, | 08s, we may take _— 
0 


J 
[42] 


of ſomething of mercy,|i 


And whatever we can take 
notice of in this kinde, it 


is Gods work that is the 
— Anthor of the affliion: 


And if the mercy be his, 
let not another have the 
glory, nor let him want 
it that ſo well deſerve 
Our affiitions, whatſoe 


ver they be, are nor ſo y 
great, ſo long, ſo ſharp, 


I 


ſo miſchievous, as Gol! þ 
could make them: Andif| h 


he cur off any thing of 


the time or meaſure, we| fl 


have reaſon to acknomw- 


ledge him, Zam.3.22.Bx,| i 


9 3. 


7. It is the great hap / 
pineſſe of good men, that, t 
God is the Authour « 


afflition, though menthit 
are wicked are ſometime: 
imployed 


} 
i 


0 
] 
| 
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inployed as Inſtruments 
about chem: Though che 
Inftrament be an enemy, 
and would devour and 
make an end, Exodus 15. 
Yet he that is the Author, 
is 2 Father, Revel. 3. 19, 
Pſal.1o3z, Aud they may 
aſſure themſelves, that the 
Anthour will not refign 
up his Soveraignty to the 
Inftrument ; Ie ſhall not 
be as wicked men would 
have it, P/al. 76, 10, Nor 
's it poſſible that the af- 
fitions of the Saints 
ſhouſd hure them, becauſe 
it is God that inflits and 


| orders them, Revel. 2.10, 


Iſa. 27.9, $8. Deſpair not 
therefore becanſe of In- 
ſtruments, Men, Devils, 
becauſe of their number, 


| power, rage, ſubtilty , vi- 


Silancy; 


— 


. they are ſick, impoveriſh in / 


RJ 

44 }] 

Silancy ; they are all by 
Inſtruments ;. . God . hath#c 
ehe managing of- all, thi 
command of all ; . He iN 
able to rate his dogs, ty& 
call them off, and tiethenþl 
up when he will. This isi|tÞ 
comfortable conſideration hi 
co-the Ch urch and £0 ever] ul 


-Saint intheir greateſt eriah ji 
when to ſenſe they: arefi 
ready to fink, . viz. That|td 


they are in Gods hands,\v! 
He that raiſeth the winde|if 
lyeth himſelf in the fhip|ma 
that is toſſed, can rebuke|tht 
their noiſe wich his word, [cu 
whea they are too high to|(u 
hear any body elſe, (10. 

3, Letwicked men con|- | 
ſider under . whoſe hands bil 
they lie, when affiiRion|fil 
comes.upon them , whed|- 7 


ed,|Cog 


hated, lamed, defamed, when 
|, chithey ſuffer in. their Bodies, 
He i/Names, Eſtates, Families, 
ps, tW&c; - Tt-ts God that doth. 
thenjllthis: ; And therefore if. 
is. isj[they do not acknowledge 
him, humble themſelves 


nds; 
ndes|! , Can 
fhip|mike chem feel that which. 
buke|they will:not now beleeve, 
"ord, [cn craſh . conſume - and 
h ro/damn thera ac the laſt, Heb. 
| —_ £#k.12.5.. 
cor-| Icome now'to the main 
1nds biſſines;and that which was 
tion|fiſt in mine eye. | 


hed] - That' - this confideration Ob[erv, 


iſh-j' any afftition, ( viz. that 
ed/Cod hath dene it ) hath 
| ſufficient 


J 
[46] 


ſufficient reaſon in it, ant 
may be of irreſpſtible efficacy, 
to flop his mouth, and mak 
him dumb who labenrs under 
the affliction , if he make « 
right improvement of it, Job 
1-20,31, £2.10, 

I do not mean that thi 
conſideration ſhould makt 
2 man, eſpecially a Chr 
ftian 

r. A Stoick, tobe void 
of ſenſe, or of the. ſtirring 


of his aﬀections under 


Gods hand ; Duty doth 
not deftroy Nature, Grace 
doth rather perfe&t, they 
annihilate. It cannot bt 


that a ſenſible creature 
ſhould be void of ſenſe, 
when it is under ſuffering, 
which ts mok the objec of 
ſenſe : There is pain, 1 
burthen, evil in — 

. (0, 


08 
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8 
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CAC), 
mak 
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[47] 
Hih.12.11. And therefore 
there muſt needs be ſenſe ; 
No man ſhall ever be char- 
ged by God for feeling of 
is burthen, if. he neither 
faint, nor fret under what 
he feels. 

2 Much lefſe can we be 
ſuppoſed to mean that af- 


| fition ſhould make him an 


fool (5. e.) the wiſe mans 


-1|fool, one that hardens 


himſelf ander his Crofle, 


ind doth not lay to heart 
that which befals him, 
that carries it ſo, as if 
there were nothing to be 
done by him; when he 
afers under the hand of 
God; This is charged up- 
0a the Zews, as an aggra- 
ted finne, Iſaiah 42. 25. 


We grant therefore, that 


tion, tis a finne for any man 


Heb. 


| in 


J 
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in his affliction , 

I. Not to take notice 
of the hand of Gad in 
affliction ; Aftidtson ſpring 


ag” = net ont of the duſt. They 


| 
7.14. are Gods purſevants, and| « 
he would have us knoy| « 
they are his, and chat when 
we are arreſted, it is xt c 
W his ſuit, we are in his ( 
| hands, and at his mercy, © 
By God is contemned in ow! t 
{| _- affliction, if he be not c 
| owned. | | 0 
.-.2. Not to be affected 
with our finn2, the cauk, W 
of our ſorrow, is to adde| to 
more finne co our ſorrow, th 
| and the way to increaſe 
| our ſorrow by the addicion; tr 
| of :our ſinne ; Thar which, ft 
i every affliction ſpzaks moſi| li 
| plainly in ordinary, is thel the 
| fin of the patient, Lam9.3.39. (ul 
| | Davii 


[49]. 
| David underſtood this 
tice | quickly when he had noum- 
1 in _ E. —_ And this 
inr1| God would have us all to 

: | underſtand , he ſends affii- ppm 
an{\ Rions on purpoſe to tell us 
non | of our (ins. 
then yy. Nor yet can this 
3 «& dumbneſlſe intend that we 

his ſhould not be aMiced in 
rcy,j our affliction, eicher nor 

our} to mourn for our ſin, the 

not cauſe of Gods diſple :iſure, 

| or for Gods diſpleaſure the 

Red effeRt of our (inne ; This 
-auſk; were to finne again, and 
adde| tofinne more. God looks Amos 3.8 
row, that when he roxrs we 
reaſe ſhould cremble ; when he 
icion/ ſtrikes, that we ſhould 
rhich, toop ; when his hand is 
moſi} lifted up, that our hearts 

; the) ſhould be humbled, and 

3.39. alt down. As our finnes /**5 +- 
David D provoke Fare” 


[50] 


Amos 4. provoke Godto judgment, 


ſhould bring us to repent- 
ance, This is the voice of 
the rod co repent, to return 
to Gad, Ifwe do not this, | 
we open his mouth to 
complain, after we have 
made him ftrecch out his 
hand to corre, One of 
theſe is enough. 

4. Laſ(tly,It cannot admit | 
of this of ali others, chat! 
either David did , or that 
we ſhould ſhur our 
mouths, to reſtrain our 
prayers. Not co pray to. 
God in our affliction is 
ſo farce from being our 
duty, thar it receives 1 
check from Nature to 

 Jon,1.5,6 neglet it. Thevery Hex | 
chens in their affliction ' 
do betake chemſelves co 
their 


Hol.6.1- he expets his judgements: | 


iten 
fton 
Con! 


[51] 
their Idol-gods ; we ſhall 
be ſhamed: by chem, if in 
like caſe we pray not to 
| the true God; Afﬀictions 
1) are to make dumb men 
| ſpeak in this ſenſe, not to 
>) makeſpeaking men dumb,to 
> abſtain from prayer. God 
S will cake it very. ill from 
f any man, ifhe ſtrike, and 
they do not pray. 

' Qu. But What then 15 the 
t meaning e 
t Anſw. The meaning of 
er, the potiit is this, chat if 
r any thing, this confidera- 
> tion (of Gods doing) will 
s beeffectuaii to make. men 
r dumb, to mouſel their 
1 months, 2< verſe 1. (vis) 
> to reſtrain. chem from di- 
- | [tempered heats, from puſ- 
s | ſionare diſtempers. He that 
0 conliders that he hath to 
| D-'3 do 


Pſ:50.,15, | 


Zeph.1.6, | 


[52] +, 
do with God in his affli- 
Qion, may eaſily (ee he 
ſhould have nothing to do 
with paſſion in his afflici- 


on. David ſaw this, and en. * 


deayoured it, v.r. 

But more particularly 
this Conſideration ( God 
hath done it) ſhonld and 
will where it is rightly 
improved keep a man, 

1. From complaining at 
his Condition, or at the 
meaſure he hath from the 
hands of God, A Chriſtian 
hath no ground for com- 
plaine, when he is under 
any affliction, though ir be 
ſharp and long. Be it what 
it will, yet Zam.3.39. Why 
deth a Irving man complain? 
The holy Ghoſt inſinuates, 
That a living m3n hath no 
room for complaint. If - 

wi 


| 


——gj — g— a 


> = & ow TH rs FFT 


* Sy ot 


e 
l 


py _ Ld 


[53] 
will complain,he muſt bring 
it home co himſelf, and 
diſcharge God. If he ſay, 
God hath done it ; He ſtops 
his own mouth; Therefore 
he ſhould not complain, 
eſpecially Gnce he hath 
Gods Anſwer , e£mas for 
hs fin. Though God nave 
done it, finne hath cauſed 
it, So much as there is of 


| complaint refleRing upon 


God, in our afflitions, ſe 
much is wanting of Sub- 
miſfion to God, by that 
complaine, This Conlide- 
ration is good to. cut 
off complaining, a thing 
that we are all apt to 
do when we have little 
eauſe, 

2. IF it will keep a man 
from complaining, which 
hath ſomething of diſcon- 

a3 tent . 


[ 54] 


rent in it, it will much 
teſſe admit of | diſputing 
and reaſoning with God, 
which hzth roo much of 
pride and fawcineſle in it, 
Mans reaſon cannct finde 
a fliw in Gods working; 
nor will he ſuffer it, that 
when he hath done man 
ſhould diſpute. te is his 
duty to believe that which 
is above his reaſon. He 
muft not argue with God, 
becauſe he cannot finde 
Gods reaſon in his diſpen- 
fations, Rom. 9. 20, Nay, 
but O man, Who art thou 


that replieſt againſt God? 


You may perhaps finde 
ſome good men that have 
ventured upon this jn their 


afiition, but it was when | 


paſſion had pot the upper 
hand of patience ; ob, 
| chat 


_ EvT 2 
diſpute ſo long as his eye & 24.3,4. 
was kept clear upon this 
conſideration, ob 1.21,22. 

And what he did after- 

wards, upon temptation, 

and the ſtirring of corru- 

ption, he was aſh1med of 

it, when he had done, 
Humble Expoſtulations, P(:1.44. 


God hath ſometimes al- 23524335. PN 


lowed, and the Saints 
practiſed, when it hath 
been to expreſle the vehe- 
mency of holy defires : but 
carnall reaſonings, and 
proud diſputes, the expreſ- 
ſions of diſcontent and 
maintenance of a quarrel, 
bave no place againtt Gods 
providence, God hath done 
it, if it be improved, will 
take off ary man from 
chopping Logick with _ 
God, D 4 3.1f 


that went farre, did not 1,1 ,,.:, {f 


n 
£ 
iz 
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[56] 


3. If it have enough to | 
keep a man from complain- | 


ins and diſputing, it cannot 
want any thing to keep 
him from fretting and 
murmurinp at his affliion, 
Shall duſt and aſhes be 
argry with his Maker? or 
man that is a worm ſuffer 
his bloud to heat , his 
paſſions to boyl up, if he 


conſider that God hath 


done it ? Suppoſe an af- 
fiction be ſharp and long, 
Inftraments uſed about ir, 
be wicked, unjuſt, cruell, 
yet if he confider, that he 
hath to do with God, and 
that it is God that hath 


to do with him, that itis . 


God that appoints and 


orders his affliction, with | 
all its adjanAs and circum | 


ſtances, he will ſee little 
reaſon 


my foo (Þ wo 


£3 Ob 


'- Gd foo Uw 


| reafon to pive vent to his - 
paſſions , becauſe of the 
| 


| 


| 


C57] 


bitterneſs of his afflitions, 
It is weakneſle to be angry 
with the Inftrument : (yea 
though it aRt crookedly, 
and voluntarily) bur it is 
madnefſe-to be angry and 
tetchy with God , that 
orders and guides the 
Inſtrument to ſerve his 
purpoſe, Fooliſh man that 
ſuffereſt thy ſelf to be 
fired with thy Croſs, doft 
thou' know at whom thou 


murmureſt and repineſt ? 


Sure thou neither knoweſt 
againſt whom thou quar« 


relleſt, nor what he is, nor 
| What chon art, nor what 


thou doſt ; If thou didſt, 
thou wouldſt leap into the 
water to- cool thy ſelf for 


fear, leſt God ſhould P18, I 


D 5 \moke 
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ſmoke wich his noſtrils, 
cauſe the fire of his jea- | *© 
loufie to break forth, and | - 
turn thy flames of Juft 
into the flames of hell, 
We reade of one good 
man thar once plaid the 
beaſt in this kinde, but ir 
lies as a brand of infamy 
upon him, ferah 4. 1,8,9. 
He ſtands in the Text as 
a pilar of Salt, xor other 
men to be aſhamed, and 
take heed of ſuch folly, 
When thou art under af 
fiiftion, do but ferioufly 
conſider, 1: 5 Gods doing, 
and I hope thou wilt be 
afraid to ſay, Thou doſt wel n 
ro be angry). | C 
I ſuppoſe this DoRtrine *' 
£annot want reaſon to 
convince any man that 
hath reaſon ; it ſelf is 
reaſon, 


— —_— 
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59 
reaſon, and ſuch as a Hea-- 
then ( by bis natural light) 


would fit down and ſubmir 


unto ; for Nature it ſelf 
reacheth, That, what a 
God doth , cannot admit 
of that creatures contradi- 
ion, that doth acknow- 
ledge ſudjeion to ſuch a 
Deity, Reaſon will not 
ſuffer a man to make his 
dealings with his fellow 
creatures, even with him- 
ſelf, a meaſure for his 
dealings with God, that: 
ſands ſo much above 
him. 

But let us fee what Uſe 
may be made of this Do- 
Arine. And it follows from 
hence, 


1. That one of the main ©/e 1. 
and capitall reaſons of the 19!9r=: 


#02x-ſubmiſſion, impatience 
and 


£ 60] 
and diſcontent of men, 
under the Diſcipline of 
the Rod, is the »ox-confi- 
deration, or want of the 
effeAtuall improvement of 
this Conſideration, that 
their zfliions are ordered 


and diſpoſed by God, that 
what is their ſuffering-is | 


Gods doing, There is a 
great deal of weakneſfe 


and finfull folly diſcovered | 


in the afflifted Nate of the 
children of men: And to 
ſpeak truth the godly 
themſelves have not been 


——_ 


all, nor alwaies clear in this 


matter.- 

1, Sometimes. we- fiade 
ſome of them ſullen and 
dogged under their affli- 
Qions, and' becauſe they 


could not be free from | 
trouble, therefore in a fit 


they 


[ 
[1 


| 


[61] 

they would die before their 
zime. Some think this 
Pſalm points at ſuch a 
mood as this inthe Prophet 
that wrote it, But you are 
fare to finde 7exa\ in ſuch a 

fit, fonab 48s 
2, Sometimes full of 
complaint under their 
burthens, 7745s ever ſorrow 
like my ſorrow ? Lam.1.12. 
Sometimes the kinde of 
the afflidtion doth not 
pleaſe them, otherwhiles 
the ſeaſon that God takes, 
ſuites not with them. Again, 
the ſmart, bitternes, length, 
meaſure, manner of Gods 
dealing is matter of com- 
plaint, one thing or other, 
we are apt to finde fault 
with' in Gods diſpenſation, 
rather then ſet the ſaddle 
vponthe right horſe (5..) 
ro 


62 © 


ro finde fault with our own 


provocation, 


3. Sometimes they accuſe | 


God, and accuſe him falſly, 
Job 16,11 4s if be dealt hardly and 
r039, unjuſtly with them, as if 


becauſe be dokb chaſtil | 


them, therefore he did not 
love them, or were become 
their enemy , becauſe he 


| 


| 


| 


: 


doth not indulge their | 


folly. 
; 4. Sometimes you may 
| Job 16.21 finde them in the Schools, 
& 13.23,they will queſtion Gods 
24. diſpenſationstowards them. 
If they muſt ſuffer they 
will diſpute it, and know 


the reaſon why. Nay,they 


willclimb up to the Bench, 
and call God to the Bar, 
co give an account of his 
dealing. And -thus in a 
ſort they A 

ene 


— 
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| the Gods, and God the 
creature. Such a thing is in 


it,though meu do not think 
on it, 

5. Some men in their 
affl;tion, caſt off their 
dependance, and will as: 
" longer , 2 Kings 6. 33. 
They are in hafte, and if 


' God will not help them, 


they will cry ſomewhere 
elle : A Witch, a Devil, 
any one ſhall be the Phy- 


fician if he will diſpatch x Sem 58 il 


the Cure ſooner then God 


doth. 
6. Sometimes they fall 


_ - to fretting, they fume and 


chafe, and ſtorm, and rage, 
and fling, as if they would 
break all in peeces, and 
play the Sam/oxs, to knap 
in ſunder the cords where- 
with God bindes them ; 

Not 


[64] 
Not that they can do any tha 
thing, but co ſhew that | ef 
they are mad, and muft be | ne 
bound. | 
7. Sometimes they de- 
ſpond under their affliQti- | ex 
j ons, and caſt off their | mc 
'| 1 Sam,27 confidence, as if they | fic 
i 1. doubted of the accompliſh-- | wi 
 Plal. 116. rent of the promiſe,becauſe | 
| "'- hope is deferred, and they an 
have not that intheir hands | ſq 
which they have in their | m 
eyes. We: 
8, Sometimes they have | to 


| Jonah 4+ 


fo little wit, as with the 

dog to lie biting of the 
ſtone; Imean, to flie upon | ſt 
the Infiruments,which God to 
vſeth in affliting them. 
They will not ſeem to 
| __ with God, W | tc 
Eo they will pick an hundred < 
50; quarrels with the Rod 


that | 


_— 
uu 


| [65 ] 
y that is in his hand, Tr is 
et  exfie to interpret their 
Ee meaning. 

| 9. Sometimes Non-ſub- 
- \ miſſion, is exprefſled by 
i | exceſſive and immoderate 
r | mourning under their af- 
| | flition, And thus it is 
-- | with ſome (eſpecially in 
e | the loſſe of near Friends 
| andrelations) though they 
| fay little, yet they grieve 
| much, their eyes ſpeak 2 
| great deal more thentheir 
| tongues. But it is all one 


P32 Oo 40 


> 
e | 3s if they did ſpeak with 
e | their tongues, God under- 
1 | ſtands it; where there is 
| too much of grief, there 
- | is ſomerhing of diſc6ntent. 
) | He doth not ſubmit aright 
t | to the hand of God, thac 
|  ſaffers himſelf to be over- 
| | whelmed with ſorrow un+ 
| der 


1 Thefl. 4. 


[66] 
der Goas hand. The Apo- 


ftle ſuppoſeth ſuch a thinp | 


as this, 

10 Sometimes It is 'EX- 
preſſed unhappily by the 
neglet or giving. . over 
duty, and ſo it hath been 
ſometimes in pure Con- 


tempt, Afal.3.14, Some- 


times upon ſurpriſal. Some- 
times in paſſion, er. 20, 
8, 9. But what ever is 
the riſe of it, the thing is 
nouphr. 

Now whence all this, 
and all rhe reſt chat breaks 


forth into a ſcab in mens 


carriages under affliction ? 
Is ic not hence, that men 
do not in their affliction 


conſider that they are uu- 


der the hand of God, that 
all chat which they are 


OO —— 


diſcontent at, and quarrel | 1 
with, | 


L 67 ] 
with, is Gods doing? Un- 


' donbtedly it is from hence, 


- 


e- | 


at leaſt this bears a part, 
If there were more of the 
one, there ſhould be lefle 
of the other, lefle paſſion 
if more ſerious confidera- 
tion of this truth ; I appeal 
to any conſcientious Chri- 
ſtizn, whether when they 


>. | have laſhed ont into: any 


J 


' 


paſſionate diſcontents by 
reaſon of their ſufferings, 
they do not finde npon 
refleRion,* that this confi- 
deration hath lien aſleep, 


' at leaſt hath not been 


throughly improved ; He 
that fayes he doth feri- 
ouſly conſider this, and 
yet findes his heart to riſe 
and quarrell with God, 
ſayes alſo that his heart is 


above meaſure proud and 


ſtout. 


[68 ] | 
ſtout againſt God, Doubt. [th 
leſſe chis is one, and a [hi 
prevailing ground of the ha 
diſtempers chat are in the 
ſonl, for the afflictions ! ap 
that are upon the man, not , in 
conſidering that God hath | bu 
done it. c0 

2. Hence it will follow, bl 
That none but a gracious i 
heart can carry it with ; n0 
holy ſabmiſſion, quietly, Þ hi 
and without diſtemper un- | hi 
der afflition , eſpecially | 
when afflitions are ſharp ! 
and pinching : And: the | of 
reaſon is, becauſe none but K* 
a gractous hearr can make 
a righe improvecnent of M 
this Conſideration, Where | tb 
there is not a diſtin& | th 
knowledge of God, of his | w 
Attributes, of his Ends,and | 8 
the fear of God to _ fit 

C 


| 


[69] 


him ; it is not poſſible chis 
Conſideration ſhould work 
op to fuch an effeR, as 


appeared in the Prophet 


the heart ſtand in awe of 


Ins 
ot _ inthis place, I doubt not 
th jbut a Heathen might be 
convinced of the reaſona- 
7, bleneſſe of this, that what 
us is done by his God, ſhould 
h ; not be contradigted by 
7, | himſelf; but ir muſt be a 
1- | higher priaciple that muſt 
y | enable him to praftiſe, to 
p | make fuch an improvement 


e | of this conſideration, chat 
t k may balance his ſpirit, 
e and keep it even. There 
f muſt be ſomething more 
e | thenreaſon, to keep under 
t | the boylings of paſſion, 
5 | when 2 man is ſcorched 
| | and pained with his af- 
> | fliftion. This is an excellent 
3 reaſon 


C70] 


reaſon indeed to balance 


che ſpirit of a man : but. 
if there be not grace to 


busband and advance this 
reaſon, the pot will boy! 
over notwithſtanding. 
And this is a main rex. 
ſon of the different carriage 
between a godly man and 
a wicked man in - time- of 
afflition, I mean, when 
each of chem a&s like 
himſelf, and as fuch. Take 
a godly: man, and a wicked 
man, and ſappoſe their 
afflictions equall, yet you 
ſhall ordinarily ſee a deal 


of difference in the temper, | 
and behaviour of the men, | 


;n reference co their affli- 
ions. As the men differ 
ſo their carriage. As'they 
differ in cheic principles, 


ſo you fhall finde them in 


their 


C71 ] | 
nce [their practice, The: one 
bur |ſtoops, is quiere, dumb, 
to [fleor, acknowledgeth che 
his | nd of God, and bleſferh 
yl \him, fob 1. 20, 21, Levit. 
10.3. I Sam. 3. 18, The 


ex. [other frets}, 1s impatient, 


xge |dicontent,, cannot endare 
und |the yoke, and cherefore 
. of |[abours to ſhake it off, voill 
ten |do any thing, though ne- 
the | ver ſo unlawful, to ger his 
ike |legout of the ſtocks. Job 1.9. 
ced You have a veryfal inſtance 
eir in Saw/, 1 Sam. 28. 5, 6,7. 
ou [There is in ordinary abun- 
eal [dance of difference between 
er, [good and bad men in the 
en, (carrying of thecroſfſe; And 
fli- if it be examined, this 
fer will be found to have an 
1ey | influence upon the betrer 
es, | le, viz, the heip of chis 
1 in | conſideration, That God 
if bach 
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[73] 
hath done ic, and grace to | | 
improve if. FE 
Obje#, If it be aid, | x 
Some Wicked men lie «5| 1 
quietly under affiiftion, a \ | 
any men, not expreſſing an) | fi 
thing of impatience. | K 
Anſw, There may be | 
ſomething like patience, | C 
and ſabmiſfion to the hand | th 
of God, diſcovered in a 
wicked man under affliQi- | /« 
on, which if examined, is 
but a counterfeit ; They 
are ſilent ſometimes outof fo 
I. A Stoical Apathy. pre 
2, Oc from natural cou- Wo 


rage. | 
3.Sometimes out of meet | An 
ſullennefle. the 


4. Or from ſome im- (er 
preſfions of heyy wh 
working ſervile fear, o0r| 0 


ſomething elle like _ han 
we. *- 


| 


_ 3] 


to | but none of theſe, no nor 
| all of chem together do 
id, | amount to that which we 
4s | now treat of, viz, an ho- 
4 \ ly, humble , filene ſubmif- 
an) | fon under afflcion , 
wrought out by the gra- 
be | cions improvement of 
ce, | Gods hand in the affliion 
1nd | thatlies upon them. | 
1 2] ObjeRt. Bat yougive ts 
Ri» | ſave Inſtances of very holy 
, is ww, Who under affliftion 


hey have ſeemed to carry 5t as _ yy 


tof frowardly, and have ex- 
preſſed as much paſſion as the 

Ou- Wort. 
 Av/. Te muſt be confeft, 
ieer| And- this doth ſo mach 
the more confirm the Af. 
im- ſertion-and Inference, That 
nce| where Grace is wanting, 
- 1n holy fubmifſion to Gods 
eſe, hand (as the hand of God) 
but E mult 


| 


is hardly donge where there 


£74] 


muſt needs be wantiog. I: 


is grace , and therefore 
where it is not, it is 
not to be expected; Know 
ehen | 

1. That the Judgements 
of theſe that are gracious 
oges are right for this, 
That when God ftrikes, 
they ſhould be dumb and 
filent, They own it ws 
good co do ſo, though 
ſometime they do not che 
g00d they own. 

2+ Iris in their ſcopeto |; 
be that in performance, | 
which they are in coaſci- / 
ence, co practiſe as they 
judge, Every gracious 


heart reſolves to keep the 
Commandments of God, 
aq ek And becauſe 


fe 


Cemmand reacheth | 
their 


L998: 


their tongues, therefore to 
bridle their lips when Gods 
rod is upon their backs, v. x+ 
I ſaid 1 Will. 

3. It is in their cadea- 
your, as well as in their 
purpoſe; They know ic to be 
their duty,and as duty they 
ſt apon what they know, 
v9.3.' 1 was dumb, I held my 
reace, They are fruicleſſe 


. and vain purpoſes that are 


not ſeconded wich ſome 
endeavours, Zeb, though 
ſurprized afcerward, held 
in © 2a miracle the firſt 
and ſecond bouts that Sa- 
tan had with him, 7ob 1: 


' 31,32: & 4.10, 


4. But the beſt of the 
Suns that is here/ in 2 
dearing Condition hath 
fleſh in him as well as 


Pptirit, And hence it ts, 


E 2 chat 


76 ] 
that the worſer part is 
ſometimes the ſtronger by 
the advantage of temptati- 
on, and chen paſſion pets 
the upperhand of patience, 
as otherwhiles patience |: 
doth of paſſion. A Chri. |" 
ſtian is but in che fight, 
not come to a perfea con- 


| 
queſt, 1 Cor. 9, 26. And | : 
whiles he is in fight, it 
may be his unhappineſſe | 
to have his affeRions rout. ' n 


ed cill he rally ap3in, He 
is ſure-he ſhall have the |? 
vicory ac the laſt, bue not 

ſure that he ſhall ger chat 

victory without wounds. It | 
is thus with che moſt emi- pe 
nent Saints, often down 1, 
and up again, as I have | ; 
inſtanced. And therefore | © 
it can hardly be expeRed 
of any that he ſhould be 
altogether 


re 6 


together, and at all times 


is | 
by þ impaſſionate, as he 1s at 
TH ſome. 
ns | 5- 1f be be overcome, 
' |\ nd do ſpeak unadviſedly 
IE ST : 
* (wth his lips, or manifeſt 
1. 
. | impatience under the rod, 
rl. . * - 
there is this roſayfor him 

It WA ns 9 IO 
1? | towitneſſe him a Saint, to 


4 | dilinguiſh hip from a 
fool, 

ſ@ | 71+ That he doth it not 
- 'afily, much leſſe upon 
Tſe Choiſe, It is uſually upon 
ſurpriſa}, remptation, or in 
lefertion, when he is not 
bimſelf, when he hath nox 
Tt ' his arms about him, Ins 
praces ready, Yb was 


.n Peaten out of his poſſeſſion, 
'e fob 3.2.but it was upon very 
-e | lirong aſſau}rs, | 

22 When he hath loſt 
+ | Wy ground to the enemy, 


E 2 he 


[ 


Job 43.6. 


|! Ofc. 


c Examin. 
i 


not help, and to abborre 


C78] 
he is aſhamed rhat the 
enemy hath got ir, and he 
bath loſt ir, Ir is not 
uſaz! with him to juſtife 
himſelf in his folly, as 7«- | 
»ah ſeemed to do, before 
he cooled, 70n4h 4. Bntto 
mourn for what he can- 


————— — —— 5 


himſelf for what he 
hath done againſt his | 
God. 

3- Though he fall yet 
he doth not lie, he pets 
up again ; he never reſts 
till he have recovered his | 
loſſes, till bis wonnds be 
cured. Thus Davidin this 
Pſalm. And when he is 
up , he warcheth more 
narrowly, and fights ke 


| next bour?, better then he 


did the laſt. | 
3. Now'it might be pro- | 
per 


(i79 ] 
yer for ns to examine our 
ſelves what we have been, 
ind what we have done, 
when we have been under 
 affiction. There 1s no 
| queſtion but we have all 
tafled of ſorrow more or 
eſſe, in one kinde or other, 
| inout bodies,names,eſtates, 
relations, &c. It is com» 


is | mon to all, Mazrn bornio 


trouble, Job 5.7, But it is 
z very great Queſtion , 
Whether we hare been like 
David in our affliions? 
Whether we have been 
| dumb, and not opened our 
mouths >? Or if we have, 
Whether it have been upon 
this Conſideration, becauſe 
God hath doneit Few 
can fay they have been 
filent, bur fewer , that it 
hath been upon this 

E 4 ground ;. 


Lam 1,13 


[80] 

ground ; Let us look into 
doth. 

1, Have you been filent; 
Can you ſay ? 

1, That you have uſed 
no impatient Complaints 
under affliction, as if your | 
ſorrow had never been 
felio wed, nor any ſuffered 
as you have done, It is 
very ordinary, eſpecially 
ander pinchiog crofles, for 
8 man to agpravate - his 
own- ſufferings, to think 
his own greateſt, becauſe 
he doth not know what 
other men feel in theirs. 
But certainly coo much 
complaining argues too 
little patience, Lam.z. 

To complain excefliyely, 
ro apgravate Our griefs, ts 
not to be dumb, Ir is 4 
ſign we feel ſinne coo little, 
when 


— —— —  , _ 


| 


| 


[$1] 

when we complain of ſmart 
ſo much. 

. 2: Have you not ſome- 
times accuſed God , as 
dealing too ſeverely with 
you. If not in words, yet 
will conſcience clear you 
for your . thoughts, that 


you have not condemned 


God, as too hard a maſter. 
Thinking 1s ſpeaking with 
God ; if vie have enter- 


. tained ſuch choughts, and 


not ſhur chem out when 
they. have offered them- 
ſelves, we have not: been 
dumb. 

3- Have you never in 
the Confilence of your 
own Lopick , challenged 
God to a diſpute, enqui- 
ring of him a reaſon of 
his matrers, as if he ſhould 
not chaſtize his Creature, 

& 4 urleſle 


[82] 
anleſſe firſt he ſhould 


give his Creature an ac- 


count why he doth cha- 
ftize. This I beleeve is 


more ordinary, then is 
ordinarily thoughe of. 1 
have known ſome that have 
uſed firange boldnefſe with 
God in this kinde. But 


that man that vill baves. 


reaſon from God of his 
diſpenſations towards him, 
difcovers plainly. enough, 
char he is at preſent outed 
of his own, If they did 


either know themſelves 


what vermine they are, 


or did acknowledge God 


in the greatnefſe of his 


Soveraignty, they. would- | 


quickly give that proud 
humonr an anſwer with 

rebuke. 
4, When you have been 
under 


| 


[83] 


under afflition, have you 


uſed no indire&t means te 
come to the end -of your 
affition, before your affli. 
gion hath had its end on 
you > When God hath put 
you into the priſon, have 


you ſtaid there, till his 


diſcharge hath been your 
warrant? Oh how many 
good men miſcarry in this 
caſe, uſing falfe keys to 
open the doors, or bribing 
the keepers to connive at 
an eſcape before they have 
obtained a d:\charge! Some 
in our times have ventu- 
red the breaking of - their 


necks, the wounding of 


thetr Conſciences, to be 
eaſed of their chains, Moſt 
of us are too baſty, and 
dy our practice ſpeak the 
languzge of that wicked 

King 


2 Kings. ; | 


| 3 Sam.37. 
| I, 


[84 ] 


King of 1/rae/ in the fiege | 


of Samaria. 

5. Have you not inde- 
ſpondence caſt away your 
confidence , and: laid afide 
your hopes, as if becauſe 
God doth ſometimes de- 
ferre, therefore he would 
deny, and that you 
ſhonld never have deli. 
verance, bccauſe it comes 
nor juſt when you look 
for ir. It is roo ordinary 
in our afflictions, to give 
way to dejeRtion, and ſo 
to make our yokes heavier 
while they are on, becauſe 
God is not pleaſed ſo ſoon 
as we would have him to 
cake them off, What is 
the language? I ſhall pe- 
rifh, 1 ſhall be undone, 1 
ſhall never break over this 
af.,Aivn, This will make 
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[85] 
1n end of me, there is no 
hopes, this is not the voice 


of * faich, bur of diſcen- * Mic-7.p 


tent, Thou arc not plea- 
ſed with Gods diſpenſati- 
on, and therefore through 
undelief wilt foreſtall his 
compaſſion. 

6. Though you durſt 
got ſeem co make many 
words with God when 
you have been in afflicti- 
on, yet can you fay, you 
have .lec the Inſtrument 
paſſe ſo quietly,s it ſhould 


' have done , becauſe an 
' Inſtrument in Gods hand. 


This bewrayes many 2 


| mans impatiency and dif- 


content, that though he 
fayes nothing co God, yet 
he ſpeaks a great deal co0 


much to the Rod that 


God uſeth. Few men will 
let 
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[86 ] 


tee him that curſech him 
paſſe, as David did Shimes, 


3 Sam,16.10. Nay rather 
we fay, what God ſayes, | 


Say net (Prov.20.22.) Say 
wot thou, I will recompenſe 
evil. Let God ſay what 
he will, we many of us 
take liberty ro fay, and 
do what we lift, co requite 
what we call our injuries 
npon the Inſtrumear : But 
he deceives himſelf who 
thinks he is filevt cowards 
God, while he vents his 
paſſion againſt the Rod 
that God layes upon his 
back ; God will interpret 
we mean him by our 
quarreliing with bis meſſen- 
Pers. 

7. Have you moderated 
your paſſhons, and not 
ſuffered the fouds to over- 


flow- 


[87 ] 

him fow the banks? when af-- 
wei, fitions have been ſharp, 
her | 1ad perbaps renewed, have 
es, | pou not ſuffered your 
ay | ſelves to be drowned with 
ſe ſorrow, and your ſpirits. 
at tobeoverwhelmed? Some- 
us times we ſuffer our ſor- 
1d rows to eat up all our 
te comforts, and becauſe we 
es cannot enjoy what we 
It | yould, therefore will not 

ake che benefit of what 
's | we have. This is not 
s | dumbneſſe, but diſcontent» 
1 Ir is pecviſhneſſe in a *S*m18 || 
$ | childe , becauſe he hath ti Ul 
t | been whipped forhis fault, _ 
| 


Wo 


en 


| to refuſe his meat. Cer- 

| tinly.if we give way to 

| immoderate ſorrow in our 

| zfflitions, ſo 2s to refuſe 

| to eat our bread, to ſerve 

our. relations, to. negle&- 
our 


\& : [88] 
our duties either co God 
or man, in our ſilence we 
ſpeak a language, which | d 
God underſtands to be | " 
1 Theſ. 4, impatient. To ſorrow |" 
I13- without hope, is to ſor- 
row withour ſubmiſſi. 
on. | 
| 
| 


— 27x 4 whe 


I ©. rs 
. Wa 


So muc? for bare ſilence, 
but we have anocher ſearch 
co make. 

Quoeſt, Whether We have 
been filent upon thu ground, 
becauſe whatever be the 
affliftion , it hath God for 
the eAuthonr, it 1 of bu 
doing. 

Anſw, Sometimes men. 
are dumb and (ilent under.. |, 
affliction, out of pure Ip- 
norance, they do not nn- 
derſtand,; are not ſenſidle 
'Þ: of the evil that lies upon 
| them, and the reaſon wby 

they 
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[89] 
God they do not complain, is, 
- we becauſe they do not un- 
hich | derſtand ; And this 1s 
be | not, becauſe its Gods dO- Hol. 7. 9- 
row ng. : 
ſor- 2 Sometimes men are 
Nj. filent , becauſe they are 

\ fallen, theyireftrain ſpeech, 
ce Ot to reſtrain paſſion, 
.c> but to gratifie pride, be- 

cauſe they will enjoy an 
;ve | humour, not becauſe they 
4, | millexpreſle their patience. 
l, | This is not upon the 
c, | ground inthe Text,becauſe 
,,, | Its Gods doing, 

 3- Some men are fi- 
-n | lent out of a ltoicall 
-r | Apathy, becauſe they 
* |* think they ought not to 


4 | be moved with any thing 
je | that befals them, that it 
n | |s altogether below a man 
y that hath reaſon, tobe 


y | affeted 


| Rom.1.; 


[90] 
affeted with paſſion in 
any caſe, either to rejayce 
in any good, or to mourn 


for any evil. This is Stoi- 


ciſm, not Chriſtian ſilence, 
much lefſe upon this 
ground, becauſe God hath 
done it. 

4 There may beſilence 
out of a natntall Aſtorgy, 
as being in a great Mes» 
fore without natural affe. 
Qions, Though ir be not 
common, -nor in the power 
of any man, by the ftrenprh 
of reaſon wholly to ener- 
vate, and lay aſleep his 
aﬀfe&ions, according tothe 


Stoical dream, yet it is 


' natural to ſome men to 


be in a great meaſure 
without naturall affe&ion, 
very unapt to be ſtir- 
red or moved with any 


changes 


[91 ] 

| in changes that do befall 
Wee them: yet this is not grace, 
urn | bot a naturall indiſpoſition 
| to ſenſe any thing with 
nce | vehemency of affecion: 
this One man burieth a wife, 
ath and the burial of the wife 
s almoſt che death of the 
nce husband; He feels himſelf 
oy, half dead , becauſe the 
exz> | Companion of his life is 
ﬀe. | dead which was one half 
10t | of himſelf, I do not exe» 
er | cuſe this. Another buries 
th | x wife, and ſcarce knows 
T- | what he buries 5s. e.) is 
lis | fo little affected with it, 
176 | that one would think he 
is buried that which he ne- 
Oo | verloved. This is a judge- 

nent, not a vertue. 
1, | SF. There may be filence 
= | ont of a naturall Courage, 
y | raiſed by the ſtudy of 
" | morality. 
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[92 ] 


morality. In morals there | 


are vertues called Magns- 


nimity, Fortitude, to which | 


are oppoled Comwardize, 
Paliilanimiry , weakneſle 
of Spirit. The vertues are 
ſeen in undertaking great 
difficulcies without recoyl- 
ing, bearing great trials 
without ſhrinking. , Now 
ſore men bear their bur- 


thens with a ſeeming 


invincibleneſſe (ze, ) they 
bear them with ſo much 
courage, that he that looks 
on would think they did 
not bear them, Theſetting 
of a joyne, the diſmem- 
bring of their bodies, the 
ripping up of the fleſh, 
ſeems as litcle to them as 


to another ; the opening of 


2 vein, the pulling out 
of a tooth; And what p 
al 


en 


hich 


lize, | 
eſle | 


[93]. 
all this ? Chriſtian pati- 


” ence, holy ſubmiſſion, No, 


!t may be nothing but 
wtural ſtoutneſſe, height- 
red by principles of mora- 
lity, becaufe it ſpeaks for- 
titude and mapnanimity 
t0 bear grezt things withour 
the appearance of preat 


paſſion. - 


6, It may poſſibly be 
upon ſtrong Convictions 
of fiane, and the workings 
of a naturall. Conſcience, 
[-bouring under guile, ard 
the fear of ſome greater 
evi, He that is 1a the 
hands of an enemy, though 
he have, and do ſuffer 
much by him, yer is ſilent: 
under his preſent ſuffer- 


| ings, becauſe he knows he 


1s ſtill liable co worſe, that 
be that hath plundred his 
pockets, 


[94] 


pockets, and given him a 
cut in the arm, hath pow. 
er when he will eo let 
him bloud in the throat, 
or in the heart, and there- 
fore he concludes it is beſt 
to take that patiently, that 


is done, left he bring ſome | 


' greater miſchief upon him- 


ſelf by his impatiency. Thus 


I believe it is with ſome 
natural men, when God 
layes his hand upon them 
by ſeme ſmarting afflition, 
Conſcience flies in their 
faces, tels them now they 
are in the hands of an 
enciny, that he chart hath 
arreſted them is he, that 
chey have finned againlt 
by oaths, perjuries, drun- 
kenneſſe, whoredom,bloud, 
oppreſſion ; that he that 
puniſhech wich fickneſle , 


loſſes, ' 


[95] 
boſſes, cc. is able tro py- 
md with flames ; chat now 
hs bady is not onely in 
hoger of death , bur bis 
ſoul of Hell. This Alarm 
from Conſcience makes 
bim lie Qill : He dares 


not complain of his pre- 
ſeat burthen, becauſe he 


ſes be is within the reach 


| of that which is athouſand 


tines worſe. 

Queſt. Bat What thew Will 
argue our ſilence upon this 
Cooflderation that God hath 
done it ? 

Anſw.1. Whenthbe heare 
s ſenſible, chat in the af- 
fi&tion ie hath co do with 
God, and is more awed 
vith the choughts of him 
that is the Author of the 
fMigion, then with the 
fiction it (elf, of which 

c 
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he is the Author. Thus 


it was certainly with fob, 
The Lord giveth, and the 
Lord hath taken away. Tt 
is a very ill ſign when on-. 
ly pain, ſickneſſe, loſle; 
&c, do break our ſpirits, 
but he that ſends them is 
not conſidered. Ir is bet- 
ter 2 great deal to remem- 


ber the Authour, though 
we ſhould forget the af- 
fiction, then to be afﬀfeed 
with the affliction, and for- 
Set the Author. 

2. If it be becauſe God 
hath done it, then the ſoul 
will be free to condemn it 


ſelf, and juſtifke God in 
all his diſpenſations. The | 
ſanAified fonl knows that 
God can do nothing but 
char which tis righteous 


towards his Creature, and 
there- 
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[Thus | therefore it muft needs 
7ob, | jaſtifie him in that which a 
i the | he doth. And this juſti- z Chron. |! 
Te fying of God in his affli- 2.6. ; 
ion, is an argument that Lam.1.18 || 


1 On- | 
olle; 
rits, 
m 1s 
bet- 
[eme 
ugh 

af- 
Qed 
for- 


50d 
ſoul 
n it 


{ in 
The 
that 
but 
ous 
and 
ere- 


his eye is upon him whom 


he juſtifies, and chat he 
ſees it were an unreaſona- 
ble thing to quarrel with 
him for the doing of that 
which he cannot but 
cear him for in his own 
conſcience, when it is 
done. 

3, He that hath his 
keart qQuieted, and his 
mouth ſtopped, upon this 
ground, becauſe God hath 
done it, will upon the 
lame ground labour to 
be quiet, though his bur- 
then encreaſe , becauſe he 
hath the ſame reaſon ly- 
ng ſtil! before him. The 

F encreaſing 


Daa. 9.7, | 
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encreaſing , multiplying, 
lengthening of afMiiRions 
Job1.' ; is from the ſame hand, He 
| When all 15 35 really the Authour 
came t9- of the weight and meaſure, | 
gerher,yet as of the kinde and ſub« 
Fob could Fgnce of any affliction. | 
_—_—_ Indeed if this conſideration | 
raken, bieſ- DE laid aſide, there may. 
ſed be the be a change. It cannot. 
Name of be expeRed of any plai. 
the Lord. ſter that it ſhould ope- 

rate, Except it be appli-' 


4 He that is fiient upon 
"Ig this Conſideration , will 
! 26. a4 34. 29t make hafte our of his 
|! Lam. 3,33 affliction. He knows the | 
ſi wiſe God can do nothing 
; without an end, and there- 
fore he will be contented | 
to wait upon God till he 
have accompliſhed his end 
in afliting him, Becauſe | 
it 


—_——— af 


— — 
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[iis phyſick from the moſt 


«ilfull Phyſician, cherefore 


he will fabmir co the 


hour julgment of his Phyſician, 


ſare, 
ſub- 
Yon. | 
ation 
' may | 
nao. ; 
plat. 
ope- 
ppli- 


upon 

will 
F his 
s the 


P 


F 


thing 


here- 
*nted 
It he 
s end 
cauſe 


ik 


Bleſſedibe;the Name- 


He aw both coming from 


how,Jong- to continue in 
that courſe. And becauſe 
God delights not in affli- 
ing, but ſtrikes with 
bowels, he concludes,that 
6 much the longer , his 
courſe, ſo much the groater 
his benefic, 

5. Hethat is quiet ppon 


thiground, will, upon.the Job t. zr. | 


ſmepround, as well bleſſe 
God in his afflition, as 

ſabmic co his afliQing 
hand. As you ſee it in 
Ju, The Lord bath given, 
ad the Lord bath taken, 
the 
lord. He eyed God both 
io his ſafety and ſufferings. 


F 2 the 


[106] | 
the ſame hand, and there- | 
fore were both worthy of 
the ſame acknowledgment. | 
Since it was God that af. 
fliged him, he muſt needs 
be thankfull, for he knew | 
God could doe nothing : 
but what was worthy of 
praiſe. | | | 
6. If it be becauſe God | 
hath done ir, then you | 
will not hear of any thing 
from any other hind chat | 
ſhonld raiſe up any preju: | 
dice-in you againſt God: | 
Your ſouls will abhorre | 

| 


any of theſe ſuggeſtions 
from whomſoever they 
come, that ſhall ſeem 0 
-caſt any blecnifh upon him, | 
or tend to work the leaſt, 
diſcontent in you. When || 
Fobs wife ( ſtirred up by |; 
the Devil no queſtion) 
F Carne | 


F101] 

' came to-ſtirre. up diſcon- 
here- [rent in him againſt God, | 
by of | of thou ftsll retain thine 
ment, | litegrizy.? Curſe God ard 
t af. | ;.. Obſerve with . what 
needs Indignation he makes his 
knew rear to her; Thorn ſpeak- 
thing 'ef @ one of the fooliſh Wo- 
y of "wn rgketh. And whence 

\ms it that he fetcht chis 
God ſharp 'arrow, bur from 

yu | this quiver , 7/hat, ſhall We' 
bing | ,.2;ve good at the hanas of 
chat Gid, and ſhall We not ve- 
TeJW cive evil (i.e, ) from the 
0d : ſame hands ? As if he 
ITE [ſhould have faid ; Woman, - 
tions ny aflitions come from' 
they God, as well as my mer. ' 
mn O's, and wouldſt thou 
hin, | þ1je me bleſſe him for 
leaſt mercies, and quarret with 
VDen | tim for aflitions > Thow 
by |peakeft fooliſhly. 
10n) E 3 7 If 
came | *- x 


Job 2.9. 


| [102 1] 1 
7+ If.it be this Conk-| 
deration that works to 


* | keep you quiet in ai 


_ Jam.4. 


on, then this will make' 
you humble your ſelves 
ander Geds mighty hand, | 
that he may. lift you mp.) 
The fame: . Conſideration | 
thac makes you filene, will 
make you humble, will 
put you upon it to ſearch | 
and try. your Wanes, Lam, 
3. 40. to enquire into the 
cauſe of. Gods: diſpleaſure, 
and Yernrn to hin that 
ſmoites,  Hoſe6.1, & 14.1, 
And fince you have made 
a breach by ſinne, to be 
reſtleſſe .,ciſl you have, 
mzde,,your - peace, by ' re- 
pentance. This will. put 
you upon it to ſeek Gods 
face by ſupplication which 
ſeems at preſent to be 

Y  _ cloudes 


[| 


Conki- 
ks to 
Mii 
make | 
ſelves 

hasd, 
s Mp. 
ration | 
will 
will! 
earch | 
Lam, 
) the 
ſure, 
that 
1,2 

nade | 
) be 


[103] | 
douded from you by af- 


ſition. And that. Faith Pl.GT.H1, | 


I Zo 


which ſends you to prayer 
n your affliction, will 
jiſo comfort you by the 
nromiſe in that :MiRion : 
becauſe. he that bids you 
pray hath promiſed to 
kear;; and given aſſurance, 
that if we anſwer the rod, 
he will burn the rod, and 
inſwer our prayers. 

Now let a word of T/e. 
Exhortation be ſuffered Exhorr. 
agd accepted. I beſeech 
you let us Jabour each of 
us for ſuch a frame of 
ſpirit, 2s David with much 
ſiriving attained to (7.6) 
in all a#fictions to fit down 
quietly, to be dumb, and 
not open our mouths, 
decauſe God hath Cone it; 


bo | 
Pi.50. 15, !þ 


- whatſoever be the aMiRi- 


F 4 on, 
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on, let this be the praQiiſe, 
And now let it be yours, 
that are at preſent called ts 
this exerciſe. For this end 
conſider 
I. It is the will of God 
it ſhould be fo; when he. 
ſtrikes, he would have 
his people ſubmit, not quar- | 
rel or diſpute, Z#k.,21.19. | 
7am.4.7,10. | 
2+ The beſt Saints, when 
they have been themſelves, 
and not outed their pol- 
ſeſfion, have done fo. Aa- 
ron, Leviticus 10,3, Ek, 
I Sat. 3+ 18, Hezekiah, 
2 King, 20.19. 7ob, Job 1, 
21, David, in this Pſalm, 
& P/al.38.13.The Church, ' 
AMicah7.9. The beſt Saints 
are beſt examples. | 
3- When they have been 
overtaken with paſſion, 
they 


| 


Job 42. 6. 
P[.73.22» 


[195] 


1Qiſe, they have been aſhamed 
'ours, | of their weakneſſe ; We 


led ts 
$ end 


God | 


n be. 


muſt not think co ſcape 


better then our betters. 
Shame and repentance is 
the beſt that comes of 
paſſion and frowardneſle. 


have | And this (as good as it is) 
| were better prevented then 


qQuar- 
1:19, 


| 
1 

[1 
: 


[. 


born. 4 
4. There is all the rea- 
fon in the world for our 
filence under affliction , 
becauſe we create all our 
own grief; we fin before 
God-[irikes : Shall be that 
challengeth the field com- 
plain of his wounds? And 
if we ſfinne againſt God, 
Shall we not be dumb 
when God afflitts us for 
our fin ? Shall weprovyoke 
God by finne, and yet 
quarreil with Ged, when 

F.5- 


we: 


3m, 3. 


[ 
39+ | 


| 
\ 
i 


Mica. 7.9, 
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we have provoked hin} 
Learn of theChurch rathe, 
I will bear, &c. | 

5. Ttis very honourable 
for a Chriſtian, and #piou | 
thing to be filent and 
quiet under Gods hand 
God ſets a Crown upon 
7obs head for this, and 
forgets his paſſion, becauſe | 
he had been acquainted | 
with his patience, 7am 
5. 11, fob ftands upon | 
recerd for his- ſubmiſſ:- 
ON. | ES LEGS 

6. Te ſpeeds well inthe 


FE 
* 


_* ";ffne. No man loſeth by | 


fparing his paſſion. -7obs 
patience begat a very good 
era to #lF 7ebs trials, Tam 
5, 11, Reide the ſtory, | 
and it' will make you in 
fove with patience , wil 
ling to wear a mouſel, that 


you 
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n2 | you May get fuch proven- —_ 4 


or _ , bg 
"This is the way to lem. 


«&t good by an affii. 
; EL If the plaiſter 
| lie on it wili work 
the better ; They com- 
\ | _ monly do beſt that 
keep cloſelt ro the Phy- 
, ficians rules. 
| F- 2: It is a good way to 
| pacifie God when be 
is angry, If we be 
quiet under - Gods, 
hand, we ſhall ſooner. 
| make bim quiet when 
| his hand is upon us. 
The childes crying 
addes to the mothers 
anger. | 
| 3. Itsthe way to get out 
| of the Stocks, God 
pats us in to humdie 
us, and break our ſto- 
NICKS, 


Levit. 26, 
4 IL 

2 Chron. . 
7.14. 


Job 42.6» 
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macks; And if webe 
bumbled and broken, 
God hath his end; 
And when he hath his 
end, he will make an 
end. 

7. Beſides that it is 1 
very unworthy, brutiſh, 
wicked thing, to ſtrive, 
co quarrel, to diſpnte 
with God, P/al. 93. 7 
2. 10. So it is a boetleſſe 
and a fruitleſſe thing, 
There is nothing to be pot 
by it. No man could 
ever wrangle God out of 
bis way, till he did leave 
them as men that were per- 
dite ſþct, Ifa. I:Y. 


. itisa ſign of a great | 


deal of pride. It can 
be nothing below this 
that makes a man 
champer with God, 


virigele 
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de | wriggle in the yoke, 
2, It renders the phyfick 
d; ineffeQuall ; Phyſick 
lis cannot work, becauſe 

it doth not ſtay. And 
- this is bad enough] to 
; | loſe a Cure. 

3. By impatiency God is 

provoked to come 
e apain, and to give 
þ | harder blows, becauſe 
we do not conch at 
leſſe. He muſt either 
cure ns, or killus, A 
Phyſician that hath an 
unruly patient, uſeth 
more force, A Maſter 
that hath' a ſturdy. 
Scholar, uſeth more | ft 
ſtripes. This will God 19% 5-14 ; 162M 
do, Levit. 26. 27, 28, iN 
What did 7ozah pet 
by his pafſton-? Con-' 
| fiderthe words of che. 
ES: Apoſtle, 


Ee Rn J—_— X 
nr——_—— 


Job 9.4. 
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Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 10.21, 
Ds ye provoke God tg 


anger * ave ye ſtronger 
then he ? Who ever har. 


dened himſelf again | 


God, and preſpered? 
Now one of che moſt 
approved wayes to brinp 
the heart co a quiet, filent 
frame, is that which this 
Texte and Doarine offers, 
viz, this Confideration, 


thar God hath done i, | 


And therefore to make it 
ſerviceable to its end, turn 


it and winde it in your 


thoughts : Say thus, What- 


ever my afflition is, God 


hath done it, And if God 

have done it, | 
Firſt, He hath done it, 
that might do it, God 
that hath. done it is Lord 
of the Creature. And may 
7, not 
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22] not he diſpoſe of the 
4/0] Creature that he is Lord 


&r| of > He that made Heaven 
Ars 


Ji 
1g 
Nt 


nf 


| 


| 


| uſe? It is that which I 


nd Earth according. eo 
his will, may not he doe 
what he will in Heaven 
and Earth > This Divinity: 
the! Heathen Emperor had 
earned in his aMiQion, 
and what. he had learned 
himfelf, he preacheth to 
ns, Dax. 4.34,35- He doth 


| arcerding to buy Wall tn the 


arm) of Heaven, and among 
the Inhabitants of the Earth, 


' This-is the DoQrine. And 


it isthe DoArine of Gods 
Soveraignty, Hz dominion 
« an\everlaſting dominien, 
and his Kingdome from- 


generation to penetration, 


| and he deth What te will, 


verſ. 34. But what is the 


am 


| Ifa.45.9. 
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am now urging, Therefore 
he cannot be reliſted; 
therefore he may not be 
queſtioned. So it follows, 


ena zone can ſtay his hand, | 


None can force him to 
retreat, or ſay to him, 
What doeft thon? 1. e, call 
him to an account, for his 
providential diſpenſation, 
This is excellent in refer- 
ence to our times, andto 


publick tranſactions. The 


petſherds of the earth ma) 
firive and quarrel one With 
anesthcr , but Woe ts him 
that ftriveth with his Ma- 
ker. Shall the clay ſay to 


him that faſvioneth it, What | 
makeſt thou ? We are all | 


the Work of his hands , Pla. 
100. - Ard ſhall he be de- 
ried that liberty which 
bis Creatures have, todi- 

ſpoe. 


poſe 
No, | 


gue 


«of th 


he Mm 
ture. 
ty h 
lider 
I. 
he \ 
are 
mit 
Lor 
ten! 
ſoe 
\ fan 
. tha 


vW 


[113] 


fore| hoſe of his own work ? 
ed,|No, from hence we muſt 


de 


ws, 


»d, 


ugue thus, He is Lord 
of the Creature, therefore 
he may chaſtiſe his Crea- 
ture. And by his Soveraign- 
ty he is entitnled to this 
liderty, 

1. To pick out whom 
he will. All his creatures 
are equally under his do- 
minion, He is as much 


| Lord over Kings and Po. 
tentates, by what Names 


ſoever called, as over pex- 


| fants and potſherds. Thoſe 
| that deny it may be ſent 
t0 graſſe, and then they 


will learn it : Thongh 
whiles they flouriſh in 
their Kingdoms, they will 
ſcarce own it, If any 
man that is aMiQed fay, 
Why me rather then ano- 

ther? 


C114] 
ther ? Anſwer thy elf | wt 
Why not thee as well as| not | 
any ? fince thou art as| The 
much Gods Creature, a3 yt 
much under his Soveraignty | thing 
as. any other. He is # | hath 
free to deal with a Ne | tt 
bnuckhadnezzar, Dan.. 4. u| God 
with a Lazarrs. | 

2. As topick out whom | - 2 
he will, ſo to chaſtenand | yl 
whip us with what Rod | tem 
be will. All afiiCRions are | kne 
in his own choife, whether hin 
this or that. The Crea- yy 
ture ' that comes undet gy 
diſcipline,mu not preſcribe hi, 
to him that is his Lord, 
For the moſt part we are | 
moſt diſcontent with the | x 
preſent, and are ready t0 | yy 
fay,. If it had been ary | þ 
thing eſe i\we could have | 
born it. Bat this is nothing | j 


but 


| 


[115] \ 
but pride, that we may 
not be our own carvers. 
The truth is, He that hath 
not learned ro bear any 
thing that God inflias, 
hath yet learned to bear 
nothing eo 10m5ne, becauſe 
God inflias it: A quatens 
14 0Mme. = Ss 
' 3, To come when he 
wil, and to ſlay his own 
time, Gods Sovyeraignty 


| knows no limits, but what 


lmſelf puts. He is at as 


- fuch liberty to take his 


own time, as to chooſe 
his ewnRod, We are apt 
to think, ſuch an aMiQion 
came very uanſeaſonably, 
2nd tarried roo long, But 
we forget under whoſe 


hands we are, It ſhould 


atisfie us under any- af- 
fition, that the time 
* when 
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when it comes, and the 


time which it laſts is God; | 


time. He that did chooſe 
the man, and his Croffe, 
hath alſo choſen the op- 
portuniry to affli4 the man 
by lis Crofle. To finde fault 
with the time or length of 
afflition, is to finde fault 
with the Soveraignty of 
God,& his liberty to af, 

This is one Conſideration 
by which the DoArine is 
improved. He hath done 
it that may do what he 
will', will it not. fol- 
low, that I muſt be ſilent 
towards him that doth it? 

Secondly, Improve it 


thus, Ic is of the Lord, 
The Lord hath given , the | 


Lord hath takes ; why the 
Lord is debtor to no man, 
hath no dependance on 

any, 


| 


—— 


| ingbur his own, The be- 
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any, can be beholden to 
none; We have our whole 
dependarice upon God for 
al weare, for all we have, 
but he hath none upon us. 
He was, and was infinitely 
happy in himſelf before 
there were any other beings 
beſides his own. And he 
would be happy in himſelf, 
though there were no be- 


ing of the Creature ſhews 
forth ſomething of his 
Excellency that made it, 
but addes nothing to the 
perfetion of his being. 
A man cannot be profitable "nt 
to bis maker, as he may be J9Þ 22.2. || [ | 
to bis neighbour. If we be 1% 35-8. i 
goed, it 14 to our ſelves ; Ai 
and if we be bad we cannot 
bert him, Argue thus 
therefore, God hath laid 

his 


[118] 
his hand upon my body | bl 
by ficknefle , my health is | pit! 
impaired , my life cadan-| je: 
gered : If I quarrel diſpute, | yhi 
complain, or grow fallen; | to 
With whom is it that 1| Thi 
am anpry 2 with God?| texc 
Why is God a debtor un-| thi 
to me? Of his goodaneſle| had 
he . hath preſerved my| he: 
health ſo long. I have| of 
enjoyed many comfortable | ut | 
dayes. But is he bound, | or 
becauſe he hath done ir to | for 
continue his courſe ſo lonp | kn 
as. [ picaſe ? and not to; tor 
pleafe himſelf when he | net 
will, by changing of his | up 
courſe ? What have I done, $1 
or what could 1 do to Hr 
oblige him co that which 4 
he hath done for me? | Fri 
And if he have done-itof | Su 
his own will without an | fie! 
obligation, | 


[119] 

dy | obligation, ſhall T quarrel 
is | wich him, if at lengrh # 
In | pleaſe him not co do, that 
te, | phich he was never bound 
n;| do when he did it ? 
£ I] This Confideration will 
d?| teach thee and me to be 
In-| thinkfull , that we have 
ſle] had ſo many dayes of 
by | health, which were given 
vel of grace, not to wrangle 
le | ut ſickneſſe when it comes, 
d, | or lies upon us, it may be 
to | for this end, to let us 
yg | know that God is no deb- 
tO | tor to us. ' In like man- 
ie | ner when the affliction is 
is | upon you in your relations, 
e Sy you be affligted in 2 
0 Hasband, a Wife, a Childe, 
0 4a Parent, a Brother, a 
f? Friend, a Companion. 
f | Suppoſe any of theſe is 
n fick, weak, lame, melan- 

I, | Cholly, 


[120] 
cholly , or diſtracted ; or 
ſuppoſe God makes ; 
breach by taking away 
any of theſe relation, 
Pat the caſe how you will 
Suppoſe the affliftion ne 
ver ſo pinching, and t 
the quick by reaſon of th 
Circumſtances that d 

aggravate, as that you have 
loſt the beſt Father, the 
beſt Mother , the beſt 
Husband , the beſt Wife, 
the beft Friend, the beſt 
Companion ( we are apt 
eo indulge our ſelves, and 
co- think our comforts 
were beſt when we have 
loſt them, though ir may 
be ſcarce content with 
them when we had them.) 
But ſappoſe it really ſo; 
Oh this ftirs up paſſion! 
tou can hardiy be filent 
under 
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. or under ſuch | affliMons ; 
 o| Now you complain, Was 
may ever any ſorrow like my 
"ns. ſorrow? Did ever any wo- 
rill| man loſe ſach a Hu5band, 
| ſo kinde, ſo pitiful!, fo 
bountifull, ſo helpfull to 
ſoul and body ? Did ever 
any Paren: loſe ſuch as 
zyel childe, ſo hurdle, fo du- 
thel tifull, ſo gractuas, as £ 
eft| have done ? And 19 on. 
ife,| Admic this : Bur T pay 
eſt who hath done ris Þ «ho 
pt | bath Jaid bis hazu opon 
nd | them, :nd tzken £v72v 
res | your Comfort in them, 
ye | Or taken them awiy . 41d 
ay thereby deprived gr fY 
eh | peQations berezſce! 2 S:iro 
you will fay, Gd hath 
d; [done ir, and with 74d, 
n! | The Lord hath t::\ cs; : ſb 
nt |. Well, and ill you 
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[122] 
quarrel with him, or} no 
be filent under his hand? 
Will you complain, mur- 
mur, diſpute, or pine away| 
with ſorrow , for what| 
God hath done ? You had 
them, and they were (0 
good. I pray you who 
gxve them or made them 
ſuch to you 2 You might 
have had worſe, and been 


croflſed in them, as much 
as you were bleſſed, were 
they not the pifts and; 
blefings of God ? Did 
G34 give them, and are 
yeu not. content that yo 


have had then fo long v 
he was pleated to ſpare 
them? Were they ſo goo. 
to you, and are they too 
good for God >? Did he 
diſpenſe with his righe to 


let you enjoy them,chough 


they | 


| 


C123] 


they were his ? And will 
not you diſpenſe wich 
your ſuppoſed right to let 
him enjoy them afcer you 
have uſed them 2 Who 
would lend a neighbour 
any utenfill, that for the 
ule would alienace the 
property, and not let the 
owner have it to ferve his 
turn, becauſe he was ſo 
good to his neighbour to 
lend it to ſerve his uſe? 
We deal thus with God. 
It is a wonder he will lend 
us any this. But I have 
not quite done my Expos 
ftulation ; Could you 
challenge it of debt to 
have ſuch relations ? And 
yet wonid you have God 
bound io perpetuate your 
relations . during your 
pleaſure, when you cannot 


Z2 chalienge 


trad] 
caallenge them ? Muſt God 
have dependance on us ? 
Or ſhall we quic our de- 
pendance on him ? Shall 
not he that is a free 
Agent have liberty to a4 
freely ? Muſt he that gives 
us ſuch good bleſſings be 
made our debtour by the 
bleſſings which he gives? 
Oh be fileat ! He hath 
taken away thy relations, 
who was not bound to 
continue thy relacions, 
Be thankfull thac they 
were ſo good, and thine 
ſo long, 3 not impatient 
towards God , that they 
ire now taken from thee, 


arid chey can be thine no | 


longer, You hive had 


them longer then you | 


could chailengs them, 
Take heed of challeng- 


ing 


[125] 
ing God, becauſe you could 
n2 longer keep them. 
Thirdly, Think thus ,, 
with your ſelves, Iamin 


God hath done it, ſurely 
it muſt needs be done dh 
with infinite Wiſdome 
and Caution , which he 
doth. Heis the wiſe God, 
Hu Unaerftanding 1 Ts fi- 
wit, eAll his Workes are 
done in Fndgement., It is 
not poſſible that either 
ignorance or raſhneſle 
ſhould befall his work. 
Phyſicians cannot ſay, that 
all their Rules are certain, 
mach leflſe that they at 
according to certain Rules. 
The Cauſes of diſeaſes, 3s 
to this or that particular 
ſubjeR, are often hid from 
them, and therefore they 

G 3 are 


0, iS. bl 
k : 27. by f 
ſuch an affliction , but i Tim. 1, 
17, Ml 
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[126] 


are neceſſitated to make 
rheir applications by con- 
zequre rather then ſcience, 
They have no windows to 
fook into the bodiesof men, 
and therefore are ſubje& to 
miſtakes about mens bo. 
dies, and the diſeaſes in- 
cident to them. But there 
is no fuch thing befals 
God. Ignorance and Er. 
ror are incompatible with 
his Nature and Glory. He 


can as Weil not be, as he | 


can erre in any of his 
wayes, When he doth 
aM:& bis children, he doth 
it as a Phyſician, and he 
never miſſeth in the Phy- 
fick which he pives. He 
knows all things , and 
there is nothing hid from 
him. AllCauſes, Effeas,Sym- 
ptoms, Operations, Circum- 

ſtances 


\ 
\ 


ſances of things, are open , 


[127 ] 


joh,21.17 


before him. He knows by Heb.4.13 


immediate viſion,not bydil. 
courſe, much lefs by reporr, 
1. Whereever he layes 
im zMiQtion, he knows the 
min, and knows him ex- 
ily ro whom he aamini- 
ſers. He that hath wade P11.9 4-9 
all men, caynet but know 
all men that be hath made. 
He perfeAly knows every 
mins temper, whether 


| fmeet or ſour, hard or 
| foft, eaſily to be wrought 


upon, or more rugged 
and harſh, ape to make 
refltance, or duQtile and 
flexible, He knows what 
is in man, and needs not 
any one ſhould ſhew him 
what he is, John 2. 24. 
And he knows mans need, 
as well as his temper, 
G 4 vihat 
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[128] 


what will ſerve to anſmer| fs 
his neceſſity according to| 
his temper. þ 
2+ As he knows the man, the 
ſo he knows the diſeaſe | lie 
whether it be a diſeaſe in 
the head, or a diſeaſe in 
the heart. Phyficians ms-| ki 
ny times mifitake in this 
they cannot alwayes inde | : 
out the diſeaſe, and there- 
fore ſometimes they fall 
ſhore of the Cure ; yea| ) 
ſometimes in Nead of cy-| th 
_ ring, kill the Patient, and | fi 
that when they do their k 
beſt, Bur God knowe | t! 
perietly whar every man WL 
or woman are fick of, to tt 
whom he adminiſters, yaa i 
though the diſeaſes lie © 
lurking, and be never (0 
ſubtil, they cannot beroo <Q 
ſubtil for him. AJ) ow | t 


fonnes | 


[129] 


ſmer| fones are before him, ana "=> 

9 to] none of them id from his P(.50. 
fghte He ts able to ſet 

nan, thew in 67der, though they 

aſe | lie on heaps, and ſeemto 

e in | be ſhuffled rogetner. The 

in| heart lies a5 raked before | 

ms-| him, as the body and cnt- Heb-4-12 

his ward man, 1 Chron. 28. 9. 

ade Revel. 2.23. Whether it 

re-' be ſecret pride, or hypo- 

all crifte, or anbelief, or en- 

16a | vy, cr ſeif-love, or anevil 

n0- | thonghr, tie knows it 3s 

nd | fully as if it were drun- 

cir kennefle, ſwearing, mur, 

e& | ther, evil ſpeaking, adul- 

10 | tery, He neyer miſtakes 

0 ' to pun.ſh any man fcr a 

4 finne that he is not Suijty 

io; -0; 

0 7. He knows the remes 

0 dy exaftly, and what is 

r | the beſt way of cure f6x 

s (3 5 every 


| 
| 2 Kin.20, and ſhakinos of carnal fear, 
12,13 the diſeaic of the Diſcipies, | 


> 
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[130] 
every diſeaſe. Phyſicians 
many times differ about 
the way of curing diſes- 
ſes, even where their 
Judgements accord about 
the diſeaſes themſelves, 
and their Cauſes; One 
thinks ſuch a way beſt; 
Another is of another 
mind. Doors do differ,But 
now God doth know, and 
know abſolntely, and un- 
erringly, what is the moſt 
proper way that is to be 
raken with every diſeaſe 
in rejativn to each parti- 
lar ſubjet ; Whether they 
be Tumours and Tymp3- 
nies, the ſwellings of pride 
Ind vain-glory , which 


ed to defick of ; or Pailies 


David and Hezckiableem- | 


131 
Or of the Stone, v:z- _— 
neſſe of heart, and tha 
brawnineſſe which ohm 


men inſeofible of finne, or 12-42. uf 
Rey 


the ſad effets of it, which 
the 1/raelites are charged 


with, Or a Letbargick 


diftemper of ſpiritual ſe- 
curity, which makes men 
careleſſe about their ſpiri- 
tual condition, and: by 
which they are in danger 
to die {l-eping, as Sardis 
was. Whatever the dif- 
eaſe is, God knows the 
beſt way for cure, whe- 
ther purging, vomiting, 


bloud-letting , bathing, 


fweating, exe.ciſe, He is 


never to ſeek for a reme- 
dy ſutable to the difeaſe: 
nor doth he ever make 
any 3Ppiication that is not 
proper to the diſeaſe to 

WRicHh 
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[132] 
which it is applied. So 
Revel. 2.4,5,14,15,16. and 
Revel.3.15,19,17,18,19. If 
the diſeaſe be not cured 
it is not becauſe of any 
miſtake in the Phyſician, 


nor any defe& in the | 


means, but uſually from 


the diſorder of the patient, 


that either doth not uſe, or - 


miſaſe the means. 

4. He is exac in the 
knowledge-of the Nature 
of every potion, and its 
Operation, He knows to 
2 draghme,to a ſcruple,wiat 
quantity may ſerve to work 
to ſuch an height as may 
fit both the quality of che 
diſeaſe, and the temperof 
the ſubjet: By rezſon of 
his perfe@ judgement, he 
alwayes keep3 fo 2 juſt 
meaſuic in all his admini- 

ſi rations 


; 
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[133] ' 


Mtions without either 
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aceſſe or defeRt, 1/a. 27. A 
\ & 28.27, Though he L | 
nikes uſe of Inſtruments, ul 


jet he never ſuffers any 
Inirumene to a without 
1 rule, and in order, He 
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 timſelf governs the In(tru- {i 
nent that he ads by, bi 
Revel, 2, 10. Fob 1.12. &C hl 
»6- It is not indeed al- vi 
mayes to every one the h 


lime meaſure and propor- 
tion, but it is alwayes a 
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jſt meaſure and proportion i 

to every one. He never laid J9» 34-25 ji 
| upon any man in hischaſtiſe- phe bY 

ments more then was meer. oh 
| $5. He knows the ſeaſon "ot 
| exitly, as well when ; 8 
| phyſick is ro be admini- "i 
, Itred,us whar phytick. That iy 
_ Ennor be done without W 
' Ginger of life at onetime, [i 
| which "a 


'{ 2 Fin 20, 


14. 


134 
which in the proper ſer 
ſon is the beſt way fo 
the ſaving of it. He is 1 
wiſe man that knows ſex 
ſons. The mifling of an 
hour is ſometimes the [0- 
ſing of a Cure, the loſing 
of a life. It is ordingsy 
for Phyſicians to complain 
of their Patients for com- 
ing too Jate, Now God 
never ſtayes our coming. 
He knows , if he ſhould 
never adminiſter to us, ill | 
we come to him; he might | 
loſe his childe by the 
negtect of a potion, And 
therefore in the fit ſeaſon 
ke preſcribes his Phyfick, 
thouph we come not for 
it. Never any man ſuffered 
prejudice in his affliction, 
by Gods miitaking the 
Seaſon of his affliction. = | 
or | 


[135] 

for all other things, ſo for 
the Diſcipline of the ſou], 
Gods time is alwayes the 
beſt. Whether he purge or 
bleed, he knows , and doth 
it with the opportunity. 

Oh now make uſe of this 
Conſideration whenyou 2re 
pnder Micion, would you 
be dumb and ſilent under 
Gods hand ? See what an 
Argument is here, to ſtop 
your mouths, God hath 
done it, the wiſe God hath 
done it, he that is infinite 1n 
wiſdom, and with whom 15 
counſe|&judgment he hath 
done ir, and he hath done 
it with judgement : Shall 
we queſtion whether thar 
22 well done, or quarrell 
with it when ir 1s done, 
which hath had wiſdome 


| it ſelf co manage ard or- 


Ger 


< 
We 


14, 


[136] 


der it in every circum- 


ſtance in the doing of it? 
If when we are afflived, 
we think the affliction 
might have been ſpared, 
or ſome other had been 
more ſutable, a leſſer mex- 
ſure might have ſerved, or 
it might better have come 
at another time, we play 
the fools. Do you know 
who hath done it ? Do 


you know that God hath 


done it ?\ And is there 
any wiſer then Ged ? Shall 
the creature become wile, 

and diret his Maker ? 
Who hath given kim consſtl, 
cr of bews kath he learned 
unaerſtancing ? He hath 
ſeen folly in his Angels, 
and doſt thou think tolet 
vp thy wiſdom ? Canthere 
te a better way, or 2 


rirer - 


unm- 
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frter. ſeaſon then! wiſdom 
it ſelf hath fouud cut ? 
Oh let all fleſh be Glent 
before che Lord , becauſe 
he hath done it, that could 
noterr in what he doth iWe 
never ſhew our ſelves more 
fools, then when we pick 
quarrels withGods wiſdom. 

Fourthly, Improve it 
thus, Whatſoever the af- 
flition is, God hath done 
it, and if God have done 
it there can be no room 
for complaint, becauſe be 
hath done it, who in 
whatſoever he doth with 
me, can do me no wrong 
in what he doth. He is 


the Fudge of all the werld, Gen.18. 
and ſhall net he de right ? Pi,97.2 


He is righteouſnefle it ſelf, 
and caunort do iniquity. This 


| s one of thoſe glorious 


Acrributes 
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[138] 
Attributes which ſpeak| 16: * 
his Eſſence, viz. his righte. | dren 
onufnefſe, Pal, 7.9. & 116, holy 
5. Jer, 12, 1, Plal, 145. 19, 0c 
As he cannot clear the | OWN 
enilty, nor be Advocate (w! 
for impenitent ſinners, Fx, ſore 
24+ So hecannot condemn aff 
the innocent, Gex.18. He nl 
is ſometimes very angry #4 
and ſevere in his diſpenſt- re 
tions with the children of fic 
men, but never unjuſt, th 
That ſeverity ' which be-\ in 
uſed towards the old th 
world in drowning it,Gem, V 
7. IO, It, 21; Towards V 
© 45me in burning ir, Gen, Ol 
{9 24,25, Towards Corah " 
ind his Confedexgates in 
doing that new thing, to 

| 
| 


mike the ground open its | 

mouth to take vengeance | 

upon their rebellion, Nam. | 
| 16,30, 


[139] 


16. 3ZO, ZI, 32. Was very 


. | (readfuil, bur exceeding 


holy and equal, Nay,his 
proceedings towarcts his 
own, his bejoved ones 
(which hath been the 


' ſoreſt temptation) zz. the 


:fiRions of ſuch as Faces, 
Wepb, Job, David, Rachel, 
Hannah, Ruth, with all the 
reſt thar are mentioned 15 
ſacred Writ ; inſtances, 
thit are able to match 


| any cafe that fails ont n 
| the Saints ſufferings now, 


whether outward or in- 
ward, I ſay theſe,thongh 
they were very ſharp, yet 
were never chargeable 
with Injuſtice, When 


' {wremiah had a8 minde to 


' plezd with God about his 


| 


providentiall djſpenſations, 
be is forced ro make this 
conceſſion 
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[140] 
conceſſion to uther in hin oj 
plea, Righteoxs art thus, 
Lord, Jr. 12.1. There ij; 
no caſe in the world like An 
Jeſus Chriſts ro ground 1 * 
plea upon;he was abſolutely 
free from finne in his og ,\ 
perſon, 1 Per. 3,22,23. andy, 
yet he was deepeſt in the ;, 
ſufferings that Jay upon (0, 
his perſon, 77a. 53. 5,6,7,8 (yg 
And yet this Caſe-willnet uf 
bear a plea againſt God |, 
Jultice, And if the handy, 
of God could be ſtretched _ 
out in ſuch a manner asit|, 
was againſt Chriſt, Iſa3in 
Aatth.26. & 27, without 
any impeachment ro h: 
Juſtice; What ſhall weſy| 
when we come under his ;\ 
hand in any of thoſechs-| 
ſtiſements that are laid: 
uponus? Nothing can be | 
unjul' 


| [141] 

0 by juſt which is inflicted 
0h, Jupon us,fince all was juſtice 
ere 8 Thich was laid upon Chrilt. 
| like 4nd how ſhall we think 
nd 7; ;vft, that Chriſt ſhould 
lute} uffer for others, who had 

#1 > finne of his own,and not 
- and be dumb,who have fo much 
1 the £1 of our own , to jakihe 
UP Gods proceedings in cur 
7; fringe? Let us therefore 
1not argue our ſelves into quiet- 
50G nes,with chis confideration, 
that he that hath afMicRed 
*| os, 4th not wronged us;he 
| hach done ic, who doth all 
*\5| inrighteouſneſs. 

1- He knows how to do 
Juſtice exaRly ; for (a5 we 
> lay! Gig beforz)his underitand- 
RN * ing is Infinite. 
| 1, He knows the offen- 
' Cer, and knows him 
; ' perfetly, with whom 
F be 
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[142] | 
he enters into jdpe. 
ment, Ho/.5.3. 

2, He knows che offence, 
what is the ground of 
the controverſie, and 
why he enters into 
Judgement with hi 
creature, Hoſ.5.3. &4, 
ws F].5ats tr, 
19,20,21s 

3. He knows all the ruls 
of Juſtice, and how ty 
proportion and apph 


the Rule to the qual; 
ty of the offence 
and to the necefliy 
of the offender, Hei 
Judge and Law-giver, 
1/4.33+ 22. 
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And can you ſuppoſe %3: 
that he that is ſo abſolutely] Ar 
knowing+in the courſe of Judg 
Juſtice, ſhould doe me, |tbat 


or you Injuftice, contrs 
y/ 


and t 


[143] 
ply to his knowledge? 
firthly Judges even 
ce | through Jgnorance , do 
of| niſtake in applying the 
nd/kule , but God can- 
to! A0t. 
i 2. But ſecondly, he is 
pright as well as knowing; 
| Earthly Judges ſome of 
them underſtand well e- 
| enough, but there is ano. 
to] ber thing which makes 
p| them erre from che Rule, 
j.| ud thacg is corruption, 
re They are many (mes men 
y Of evil Conſciences, which 
4" will take a Byas , co 
r, draw chem afide from tÞ-2 
polden Rule , 1 Sar :e/ 
ſe) $3. 
ly\ And hence it is that 
of Judgement is perverted , 
e, {that the Innocen. ter, 
4- 3nd the guilty many tines 
ry acquitted, 


[144] | 
42cquitted, I{ar I0.1,2. Am; 
5-12 Butnow God hath 
nothing in him eicher of 
corruption or defec. His | 
_ righteouſneſſe is without 
mixture, 

1. He hath all righte- 
ouſneſle in him, 

2. He hath no unrigh- 
ouineſle in him. 

3. Nor any thing that 
might ſub;eRt hin 
to alteration, 

There are no contrary ' 
principles in God. There 
are no qualities nor paſſions 
in bim, He hath neither 
Covetouſnefle nor Re- 
venge. He hatch neither 
2 blcered eye, nor a crook- 
ed arm. He is not capable 
of being flattered with re- 
wards, becauſe all 1s his 
own, P/al.50.9,10,11. ao” 
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of being feared with great- 
neſſe.,, becauſe ail are bur 
worms beſides himſelf. He 
is righteous, and he Joves 
righreouſneſſe : And no 
unrighteouſnes (hill dwell 
with bim, much Jeſſe come 
from him. 

And is not this a filen- 
cing Conſideration, under 
ny affliction, char the af- 
lition is righteous, and 
be is righreous chat hach 


-neafured our the «Miion? 


God hath done ic, who 
ſhall iaplezd him ? fob 34. 
17. Shall he that hateth 
right govern ? or Will yore 
tndemn bim that uu moſt 
jwf ? Smercly he will not 
ay pon man mer? then 7s 
"ht, that he ſhould enter 
no fndrement with God, 
[23, 
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Ie would be very tedious 
to enlarge all, more briefly 
therefore think 

Fifehly, If God have 
done ic, he that is Al- 
mighty hath done it; one 
that can do whatſoever he | 
will, and therefore it is 
beſt co ſubmirc. It is to. 
no purpole for us to 
ſtcupple with him, ualeſſe. 
we were ſtronger. It is 
the Apoliles queſtion, 2Cor. 

IO. 2I: Do you provoke the! | 
Lord to anger ? eArre jt G0: 
ſtronger then be ? If we do 
ſhouid riſe up againſt! ever 
him, fule 

1. We cannot make hin| Us q 

afraid of us, as one With 

man is afraid of an0- ly, i 

ther, 706 22.4. ow 

23, We cannot avoid| 4nd 

him, If we ſeek to. (ime: 
eſcape 


le. 
is | 
Yr, 
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ve 
1 
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eſcape from him, he 
can feech us back 
again; he never loſt 
any of his priſoners, 
P/al.139.7. 705 11420. 
fer-II.II, 

3. We cannot r«{ift him, 
ner grapple with him. 
If we come to handy 
gripes wich God, we 
are cruſhce in pieces, 
fob 40. 2+ Iſaiah 27, 


4. 

He is the Almighty 
God , What canſt thou 
do? He is able to maſter 
every man, znd if we re- 
fuſe to be quiet, can make 
us quiet, When he m:ets 
with thoſe that are unru- 
ly, it is uſuall wich him 
© hang on more bolts, 
and to plague them ſeven 
umes moce , that walk 

H 2 comrary 


(148 ] 
contrary to him under 
what they feel: Think of 
this : If we be not content 
to pare witch our endear- 
ments : He is able £9 
make us eat them. In 
our afflictions we are in 
his jhands, that is able to 
binde Devils that are 
ſtronger then we, xd 6. 
Can drown or fire the 
univerſe, Gen. 7. 2 Pet. 3. 


yea if he will can fling |, - 
into hell, as well as caſt 
us on our beds. Oh it is | 
good to be fileat before. 
the Lord ; He is Almighty, | 


che ſtrong God thar layes 


his hand upon us. There | 
is Rotning to be got with | 


ſtrugling, and therefore ic 


* beſt co make our yoke | 


as calie as we can by fab. 
mitting. 
Sixthly, 


[C149] 

Sixthly, If God have 
done it. there 1s reaſonto 
be dumb and (lent, be- 
cauſe ſo long 35s we are 
on this fide perfet and 
compleat deſtruAion, we 


| have a great deal of mer- 
| cy mixed with our ſharpeſt 


Er 


rials, Lam 3.23. [ts of the 
Lande mercies,&c, Though 
we think it much, and too 
much that God doth, yer 
it is certain he hath nor 


| done ſo much as he might. 


=_ —_— 


If God have done ( how 


| bad ſoever it ſeems to be) 


de aſſured jr mighr have 
deen much worſe with us 


| then ie is. If it be not fo 


bid with you as it was 
with Zob, Job 1. Job 2. 
As it was with the people 
of God in Captivity, Lam. 
I &2, &5. 4s it is with 

Ni 
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the damned in Hell, £zxk, 
16-26. Let ns bleſſe God, 
and he content, it is not 
y<t ſo bad with ns, as it 
wer? ezſi2 with God to 
make 1t tO us, 

Seventhly, If God have 


done it, then for your | 
quieting, and the keeping | 


down of thoughts and 
paſſions, let this prevail, 


that he doth nothing in 


time, but what was laid 
in his wiſe Connſell from 
Eternicy, All iſſues and 
Events, with all the Cir- 
cumſtances about them, 
were deſigned by God for 
his own Glory, Prov.16.4. 
70h, 11. 4. And when they 
do come to paſſe, are all 
ordered and over-ruled to 
ſerve that deſign. If God 
caſt us upon the bed of 

ſickneſle, 


A eee, 


| 
(ich 
ou 
ns 


| ſh 
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ickneſſe, or take away 


our deareſt relations from 
ns ; it was determined it 


| ſhould be ſo; and there- 


fore of abloJute neceſſity, 
it muſt be as it was de- 
termined, Let us there- 


| fore pur this queſtion to 
| our owne hearts in 


all onr ſufferings; My 
ſoul, which muſt give 
place to other > My will 
to the defigne, counſell 


and glory of God, or 


Gods counſel and glory 
to my will ? 

Eighthly, T might adde, 
and do you make advan- 
rage of it, that whatſoever 
God doth with his chil- 
dren, he doth it all for 
the good of his children, 
yea for their beſt good. 
If Saxl perſecute, 1 Saws. 


H 4 19.19, 
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12.10. & 19.9,10. Abſolew 
rebell, 2 Sam.15, Ammon 
play the beaſt, 2 Sam. 13. 
Shimri curſe, 2 Sam. 16.5, 
God intends, 3nd will do 
Dawid good by all this, 
David looked for it, 2 Sam. 
16.9,10,11,12. And David 
found it, and confeſt it 
afterwards, P/al, 119. 67, 
71, God hath promiſed 
that all things ſhall Work 
for g00d, Rom.s8. 

And therefore he can- 
not bu: make our afflicti- 
ons work for good accor. 
ding to his promiſe. Or- 
dinzrily the ſoureſt part 
of Gods providence, doth 
yeeld the ſweeteſt effects 
for our fpirituall adyan- 
eage. This birchencree,the 
tree of rods brings forth rhe 
quiet frits of righteouſnes, 

fo 


0ne1 
do « 
| 4nd 
| but 
you 
| that 
| piny 
of ' 
PO 
; dun 
' © | 
| £00 
| wh: 
Wit 
| paſi 
| our 
Ma 
cou 
an 
ral 


; [153] 
' them that are exerciſed 
thereby, Heb.12-I1. 
| We do not reade half 
 |ſo much of the good of 
| outward profperity, as we 
do of divine chattiſements 
| and zffli tions, If you do 
/ | but think of this when 
| you are under the Rod, 
| tat whiles God is whip- 
| ping, lancing, phyſicking 
of you, it is all ro do you 
good : You cannot but be 
| dumb and quiet, and ſay, 
| $ that God will do me 
| food, let him do with me 
| what he will. We bear 
with great patience our 
| parents, our Phyſicians, 
, our Chyrurgeons , our 
Maſters upon "this ac- 
count. 
| | Ninthly , The Conſide- 
' tation of Gods doing, in 
H 5 ail 
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ll the evil that befals us, 
affords this allay, viz.that 
though God do afflit his 
children, yet at that very 
inſtant when he doth af- 
flia, he loves his children, 
Heb.126,7. Yea that he 
doth afflit them, becauſe 
he loves them, Revel. 3.9, 

Though the Rod may 
ſpeak ſomething of anger, 
Dewt. 9. 20. Yet it never 


ſpeaks any thing of hatred 


or revenge to a Saint. 
Parents correc their chil- 
dren out of love, Hceb.12; 
How much more doth 
God love when he doth 
correc ? 

And becauſe he doth 
love them when be doth 
chaſtiſe them, he pives 


them ſufficient ground to | 


be prrſwaded , that ow 
| 0 


| 


; 


8 5 6 


of their ſufferiags ſhall. 


ſeparate them from his 
love, New who would 
nor be filent under the 
Rod, which hears that the 
Rod ſpeaks ſo much love 
to him, that with ſilence 
bears it as a childe ? 
Tenthly, If God have 
done it, it may be further 
improved to caſm our 
ſpirits, and make us qui- 
etly ſubmit, becauſe he 
hach done ir, that hath 


| power over his own work. 
' [tis a very great comfort 


| 


to be under Gods handin 
:Mition, becauſe he is 
one that keeps his afflitt- 
ons under command, ar. 
8.8, 9. He doth not let 
them looſe like Bears to 
eftroy, bur uſeth them as 
leeches to let bloud, and 

take 
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take off art pleaſure. He 
that layes on the Rod, 
can rebuke and brezk the 
Rod when he pleaſech, 
If he ſend a plague, he 
can ſtop it in an inſtanr, 
2 S$am.24, Hethat wounds 
can heal ; he that breaks 
can binde up ; he that 
takes away can give, Ho: 
6. 1, And he can give 
detter then he takes, ei- 


ther in the ſame, ori 


ſome other kinde, (z. e.) 
give ipirituall when he 
takes away temporal ble'- 
fings. Let us be very 
quier under the Croſle, 
beczuſe he hath laid it on, 
who in due time can take 
it of, who not only doth | 
his ſervants good by ſuf 
terings, but is wont to do 
them good for their ſaf- - 

ferings, 
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ſerings, eſpecially if they 
they be cajm and quiet in 
the bearing of them. I 
lo not mean in a Popiſh, 
hut in a Goſpel ſenſe, noc 
for the merit of them, 
hue for the promiſe to 
them, 

Eleventhly, If God have 
lone it, then let rhis come 
infor its ſhare ; that what- 
ſoever it is, ir could nor 


' have been b=tier then it 


s, Rebas fic fklantibms, 1, 
1s the Caſe is with the 


| ſervants of Gd when he 
| doth chaſtiſe them. What- 
 ſoever God doth, is there- 
| fore beſt done, becauſe 
God doth ir. And what 
ſever we may chirs, Yet 
this is a cruth, ihat it 
would have been worſe, if 
' it had not beca gone, Loy 
0 
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ſo done, and at fuch x 
ſeaſon. Gods work is beſt, 
and his manner of working 
beſt, and his time is beſt, 
And thus we ought to 
think and ſpeak of his 
work, unleſſe we think 
our elves wiſer then 
God. 

And if ir be thus, why 
ſhould I complain ? Ific 
be better for me to loſe 
my childe, then to haye 
it, to loſe my wife then 


to have her, to lIsfe my 
Name or Eitate then co 


have it? there is reaſon I 
ſhould be content with 
that which is, and not by 


diſcontent demonſtrate my | 


liy, that I affect that 
which is worſe, becauſe 1 
cannot be content with 
that which Ged doth,who 

doth 
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1 | doth every way that which 
s beſt , if we could look 
the right way to ſee it; 
ſt, |God that made the world, 
to |s the beſt workman in 
lis | the world, All his works 
ak | ve done in Judgement, 
Nn |nor can any come after 
him co mend what he hath 
y | done, There is abundance 
of curioſity in the moſt 
\bſtruſe, dark, croſle, ſour 
nrovidences, Which can- 
not be found out preſent- 


a oa 


Twelfthly, If God have 
done it, and thou finde 
that it begins to work 
towards any diſtemper, 
aſt water upon the fire, 
| | confider God hath done 
It, And have I notreaſon 
to bear it from his hands, 
rom whoſe hands I have 

received 
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received ſo much good ? As 
Job ſpaketo his wife, ſo let 
us ſpeak to our ſouls, fob þe 
2. Thou ſprakeſt fooliſhly, ___ 
O my ſoul, /zall we receing | 
good at the hawds of God, | A 


and ſhall ve net receive evil? 
Before you quarrel at any [yt 0: 
time with what you feel, |y y 
or loſe, or want, fit down |yrly 
and reckon what you have, | tg 
Theſe things ſhould have je le 
been enlarged, and ſome» [hye 
thing more added , bat 1 toke 
have not time cither to add 1t ſuc 
orenlarge. You ſee the way, ſe 
travel on, and do you en- yy | 
large, and adde by the im- figio 
provement of your own fre | 
thoughts. . Farewell, - 
licks 
nd n 
Sols Deo Gloria. her | 
ſemp 
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As 

let ge 7 

2 | 0, Q d 
+ $3235 2828 


a, |\ Ll that I have ſaid 
4? |[Ahath been (though 
Yy [yt onely) yet principally 
1, ſp you that are moſt 
n arly concerned, I deſire 
e, |0 take out my part in 
'e lie leſſon, who I am ſure 
[tive as great a part in the 
L [troke,as anyone that ſtands 
d |t ſuch a diſtance. The 
', ole of a true friend may 
'- rery well be called an af- 
- iRion; ſach an onelT am 
0 fire 1 have loft in her. 

oo knows, my heart 

licks cloſe to this place, 
Ind now he cals me ano- 

ter way : ſeeing my di- 

ſemper, be hath made 

the 
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the breſt bitter that I ſack|hogr 
ed upon, by the lofſe ef|9ug 
divers friends , which did jo 
divide my fpirit. Thelyh 
Lord teach me to be dumb}h 
and ſilent, And I hope, 
you will all recolleR your|l f, 
ſelves, and give God thelyy 
Glory of your quiet ſub-yjh 
miſfion, . now he cals you ( 
co _ it by this ſharp aff 
fliftion, Do not keep thelher 
wound too long open, leſtlyy 
you prejudice the Cunt|ycei 

- It will be your glory tl fri, 
.” own the Soveratgmy | ne 5 
Wiſdome , Juſtice aal qu 
Faithfulneſſe of God uy, 
what he hath done, fo t9.jgy 
Sive him his glory, (Nerd 

' Probably now it my o 
be expected by ſome, thityfy, 
1 ſhould raiſe a Pillar Wnt 
preſerve her memoryg 

who 
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Uck"lhom we ave now 
fought co her duſt, But 
do not uſe it, and ſhe 
Thelyth not need it, God 


theljer ſome years ſince ſhe 
ley married, and been 
V0 feceived into the room of 
:friend, which hath given 
T te advantage to be better 
An quainted with her tem» 
Ur, diſpoſition and beha- 
your, then ſome others 


ere. 
uy She was but young, yet 
Hf very confiderable natural 
tOrarts. She had a pregnant 
*'Yind a ready wit, and in 
fo my 
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my opinion a gccd ſobe 
judgement, which enblef 
her co diſtinguiſh of perſo 
2nd things, with commend. 
ble diſcretion, 


diſpoſition, but inoffenſive 
ly pleaſant for oupht 
ever ſaw, And this was x 
Sreat advantage to her ſelf 
and to her relations, bothÞ0*, 
and thoſe that were above 
her, I think ſhe ſeldom ters 
cauſed ſadneſſe or nnqui- 
etneſle to any in the fu 
mily by her ſullenneſſeot 
peeviſhneſle. For my part) h 
I ſcarce ever ſaw her diff 
content; this is more I a e lo 
ſure then a great many} 
families can ſay , who 1} 9? 
bour ſadly under the bur- 9906 
then of the wives off 1 
Miſtreſſet 
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ſtreſſes ſting. There are 
many houſes where the 
ndrops through. 

She was very affable and 
urreous cowards all ſorts, 
#;xpea to thoſe that were 
- jt inferiours, as well as 
uls, and ſach as were 
re her degree, therein 
ajelſerving the Apoſtles 
orfilale, Rom, 12.16. Conde- 
mad to chem that are of 
7 eltate, Not onely 
ters abroad , Hur her 
rants enjoyed the bee 
wei: of this; I have one 
in the family chat will 
\rt|ue his pare, and I am 
1;;afdent will ſadly lament 
ame loſſe, Though bur a 
ny\0man,yet ſhe was (which 
[z-5 more chen is ordinarily 
ar- and ia her Sex) a woman 
orff 2 gallane ſpirit, chat 
ſes 


166] 
did not uſe to quitch gy thi 
grumble for a little, byy(ou 
would carry great burtherljndc 
with an high Courage,yin: 
Qrdinary things ſhe madgjx 
nothing of, and bur  littlgnond 
of thoſe that were-morguiic 
then ordinary. She hathyece 
been put upon thar byjjſi 
reaſon of the indiſpoſitioninps 
of her body, for'ithe bir bore 
of her conception, whichfffe 
I believe few women havhik 
known, Three times with yer 
childe, and her childrag 
brought to the birth, buy t, 
never delivered by thigr | 
ordinary heips that oth he v 
women have ; yet tingd 
firſt did not diſcourage hd p; 
for the ſecond , nor tli\þ;ye 
ſecond for the laſt. I beg. , 
lieve her experience midtfyre 
hec the more —_— 
chinl 
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- Ogithink did nor abate her 
butcourzge ; when ſhe was 
therlnder che ſharpeſt of her 
age.nins, 4 have not heard 
nadgthat ever ſhe was put be- 
ttlejond the glory of her 
Norgntience, Her friends that 
natilnere with her were more 

byifpirited with ber ſuffer- 
cionings, then ſhe was that 
irthhore all the pain of choſe 
hichffferings, which did ſo 
1Whke her friends. And 
vitiyer though fhe ſuffered 
drelſo mach, ſhe was not apt 
but talk of her ſafferings, 
tl oc boaſt of her Courage, 
the ſhe was magnanimous, but | 
tf modeſt with it. 
4 For her relations , I 
ilhve only known her fance 
| d&)ſhe was a wife, and there- 
fore cannot ſo weli ſpeak 
but what ſhe was when ſhe 
hinl Was 


F168) 
was under the tuition. of (ym 
her Parents, yet I am ſure], 7 
I have heard bim. chaff 
ſurvives , her Father, -give 
her a very good teſtimony,[yo1 
and I have ofcen heard[heat 
her expreſſe her ſelf with 
z great deal of reverence| ge 
and affe&ion. towards hel je 
Parents. .. \reſſ 
Buc for her relation u fjen 
2 wife, ſhe deſerves to. be \onf 
a patern to others. If ſhe!j6£c 
erred not in the exceſs ;| gho 
think few huzbands dot jp 
enjoy wives more full oj; 
love and ſweerneſle , thet | 
her husband did. I cot#;ngyt 
feſſe it w3s many times 1/1 , 
pleaſure to me to ſee hon yj 
freih and green the afe-\1;;. 
Rions of both parties did |y,, , 
continue, And certzinly hq, 
ir was a perfume to the ſjq 
Family, ' 
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of ymily, and kept all ſweet. 
ure], 7 'may not forget that 
haſhe was of x charitable 
liſpoſirion towards the 1 
wor,-eſpecially where ſhe | 
heard ehere was grace as of 
fell as -poverty. I know Ra 
(ne that hath for a long 4 
ber] ime [aboured under weak- 
-[teſe, of whom this dear 
4 friend of ours hath caken 
de\onflanr care ſince ſhe 
ſhe!teacd of her , and to 
51 thom ſhe hath ſent of the 
10t beſt at her Table, and 
d that uſually before ſhe 
del ſme meat into her own 
o-\nouh ; And yet I doe | 
S 1/10: make this one the li+ Il 
ON nic of -her charicy, it had i! 
Fwy lsrge dimenſions. "Fl 
did \\or eo. hold you longer, 
nly hough that which I have 
9 id was very amiable in 
If, ] her, 


a” 
> 


[170] | 
her, yet I hope I may. ſay |if 
one thing more (through |t 
the Grace , and to. the |b6 
Glory of God ) and that |be 
is it, which is above all, |; 
and doth ſer off all the | 
reſt, viz. That ſhe did |qt 
give. good Incouragement |1:- 
to my ſelf, and thoſe that | md 
knew ker, to. judge . her | we 
to have the :ruth of Grace | #0 
in her foul, ro-beia living. | vt 
member of Jefus.Chriſt, | oe 
She was of :: {weet and |:* 
eratable diſpoſition, wil- | 6b! 
ling to imbrace InſtruRi- int 
on , and her foul did nf 
cleave in affeRtion to! het 
thoſe that ſhe had more ae 
familiaricy wich, and were 1 
wont to afford her any | put 
lifes in her way co hex- | thi 
ven, I can ſpeak it expe- !y 
rimentally of oy ca | ang 

ive 
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ized: not farre from her, 
oh |vho. upon this ground, 
lhecame very dear to 
hat |ber. 
ul; | And though 1 never 
the | reaſon. enough to 
did |qteſtion- it, yer of late, 
ent, [1-think , I kave feen 
hat | more! reaſon to perſwade 
her | ve, that there was grace 
ace | working with all choſe 
ng. her eminencies that I 
iſt, nentioned 6 
nd | : This laſt year I have 
yil- obſerved her much more 
Ai- intenſe about the bufi- 
did nefſe- of Religion, and of 
eo | her ſoul , then I had for- 
ore, erly obſerved , as if by 
ere ifecret Inftint God had 
ny | pot her on to prepare for 
ex- | this change. She was ve- 
pe- iy much in the M-ket, 
1 [and belides rhe Shepi.erds 
el. I 2 Tents, 
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Tents, 1 mean waiting 
upon the Ordinances of 
Chriſt, and would not be 
kept of from Lecares 
and Faſts, when indeed 
her Condition conſidered 
(being at length very 
great) her going into 
crouds, and great Aſſem. 
blies, did ſeem co threaten 
wich ſome prejudice. [ 
my ſelf have fometimes 
diſſwaded her when. ſhe 


would not hear; chough 


in another czſe I think 
ſhe would hardly have 
refaſed my Counſel, par- 
eiculacly, ar che Funerall 
Solemnities of chat reve- 
rend and holy ſervant of 


Chriſt, of honoured Me- | 


mory M* p-3takers , ſhe 
would not be kept away 
fcom hearing him whon 


ſhe 


rn Wt 
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ſhe dearly loved, though 
| think thoſe that were 
preſent will ſay, it was a 
(place and time of as much 
danger to a woman inher 
condition, as is uſually 
ſen, I beleeve God had 
pointed her ſpiric heaven- 
ward, and ſhe taſted ſome- 
what more in the waters 
of the SanRuary, then ſhe 
[had done, and this made 
| ber delight to fic down by 
thoſe fountains. 

I am ſure this is hex, 
(ear Husbands complaint, 
that be hath loſt her that 
as tenderly carefull of 
is ſoul, one that Ctil! called 
'bpon him to minde the 
things of Erernity , as the 
freateſt concernments to 
be looked after. 

' Sheis now gone, in the 
3 . mel 
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birth of her laſt childe, ſhe de 
gave upthe ghoſt. And now |f 
I hope ſhe with her three 
ſors, which were all living | 
fouls till they came to the | 
birth, are magnifying and |' 
praiſing the God of their |" 
falvations, and fi inging Ha- 
lelujahs unto Jcias the 
Prince of the Kings of the 
Earth , who loved them, 
and waſhed them in bs 
bloud.. Cl 
. And for my part I can- 
. not but look upon it as an 
effition tempered with a 
on deal of mercy , that 

od had thus diſpoſed. Had 
ſhe lived and conceived 
Childrenevery year (as ſhe 
was likely) it is apparent 
ſhe could never have 
brought forth her birth: 


And how ſad would it have| 
been! 


Lon 
Lo 
ED 


Ti | 
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been as to her ſeif, ſo to her 
friends to have been ſo ofc- 
en the witneſſes of ber mi. 
kry without remedy! 

T reckon it as the return 
of prayers. Stnce in nature 
it was rendred ſo impoſſible 
to bear children, that God 
bath taken her to himſelf, 
from the poſſibility of con- 
ceivivg, #nd the miſery of 
bringing forth any more 
| Children, The Decree is 

accompliſhed, and now 
ſhe and her Children, 
I hope, do fit and 
ling together, 
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Good Reader, 
>> ES T thow 
4 4 ſhowldſt think 
Ie thy bargain 
= 100 hard inthe 
OO. © formerpart,1 
< here caſt thee in a van- 
tage 10 make thee a Sa- 
| Ter. In that which 
| thow ha#t read 1 have- 
 endeazoured to ſhew thee 
| the Improvement of the 
C095 


| 
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Conſideration ( of Gods -\f » 
doing } to make . thee. eff 
qnie- under -all-Afiich- bl 
ons. In this which fol. | 
lows, I give thee 48 ee; thaw 
cotnt of mine. own Pre |fric 
ice, how I dealt with ||jeſe 
mine own Soul to per- | p 
ſwaate it 1110 good thonzhis |like 
of Death. Death will: |igai 
came. to thee and me-, | 
to ſhat up all at laſt, It 
will be co0d for us won 
and thy to talk wit! 
oar dwn Souls about 't 
before it comes , that it | 
may not be too grea' 4 | 
ſiranger when it cons. | 
I have beounne to thee, | 
ahd if * when then haſt 
read theſe' poor T hong | 

0 


"7 
# t 


| 

F -* 
J: 
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f mine, thos wilt ſug- 
it thine 20 me, they 
bl be welcome, I will 
Heſſe God , and give thee 


hawks. Two or three 
i [Frrends that have S 1s 
Itheſe, have deſired me 


1 print them : I am uot 
like to trouble the Preſie 
10418 , and therefore 1 


by 


| 
4 


ay thee bear the troable 
if them here. 


Thine in the Lora 


Sy. Fe 
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JANTIDOTE 


againſt the Fear of 


DEATH, 


| FEW Thoughts , which the 

« Anthor uſed to flatter and 

'| allurehis Soul to be Well- 

F | pleaſed with Death when he 

.'| with Reverend MM Blake, 

| fajedin Shrewsbury (5n In =” 

the time of Gods laſt viſita- ws f = '} 

tion of that place by the Pe- _ 0 
filence)to execnte their Pa. 
floral Office amongF#t their 
people that aid abide there 
in that doleful time where 
they were under the conti- 

 nnal expettation of arreſt. 


1, Y Eath is the com-- 
mon lot of all men. 
Every. 


Fo _ 
Eee 
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Every man muſf di eoneh; | 
There is no diſcharge |ife ie 
from that warre, , The 
beſt that lived have trod 
this path, When I die" 

I -ſhall go but the fane 
wi that other men have' 
Sone . before me , farre |?, 
better then, my ſelf ; the 
ſme way that eAdan, ho 
Neah ,, Abraham , Davil | 
Paxl, yea that Chriſt hime 
ſelf went. Shall I rot be | 
willing to follow- when | 
' ſo;many , and ſuch ex 
ceilent ones, have. gone hy 
before? 

11. My times are'in 
Geds bands; The term 
and date of my life is ſer, 
the way and manner .of |* 
my death derermined._ I | 
cannot out-live that date, | 
and nothing ſhall ſhones q 
at 


= 


rge 


x 


of 
ry 
ie, 


me 
Ye 
re 
he 
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+4: jbat date to prevent my xc ,, a, 


life. Every thing is beau- 
ifull in its time, and ſo 
hall death be :co me, 
cghen my time is ..come. 


[[When corn is ripe, it is 
+ \ſeaſenable to cut it down. 


| ſhall not be cut down, 
till it be ſeaſonable. And 
how can I wiſh to ſtand any 
longer? Ft P | £240 
 1TJ. Death is that 


ps | Which 1 (as 7ob) have 


ef 
X 
Ne 


in 


m 


te 


waited for all my dayes, 
Do I not live with-expe- 
Qation-co'die > It. ſhould 
neither be ſtrange :por 
nawelcome ' when - . it 
comes, which a man looks 
ind waits for it before- it 


pf | jt 


LYJNes, - 9 4:99 - 
IV. There . is-notbing 


but - yanity.. 'noader the 


Sunge, nothing thata man 
| mA Ca 


hi 
| 
ll 
l 
i 
[fl 


W! 
''R 


" 


[£86 ] 

. can pleaſe | himſelf with, jwes 
rake comfort nd con- ſhou! 
tentment 'in,' but it bnthlaee, 
a-worth in it, like: fondls/jfe 
Gourd : A mani; ( wtilalns 
he hath" je) is in davger|i-” 
either 70 be deprived f| ve 
it; or vexed- with it. Why | jj 
then ſhould 1>be trobblel dyir 
at-ecrh;, which: willvak 
me of the trouble "of "hy |j 
life © 

. V.. A\ mans life bath| wn 
vety little that is defirs-| w 
-ble- in 'ir.- Te-is a life Fall 
of tare, itfoubles, "Fes | fiat 
Ptdtidns , f feats , » paith,| Ch 
fickneſſed Joffes "> "44 | Wh 
which is worſt of all, f| ye 


finfull - weaktrefles , po A 
inward perplexities; Wt| i 
my' body" only, buf "my ' 


foul ,* thy'Uarling Habotih | 
under ſore Surthensana [1p 
rimes: 


; C187] 
ith, times : My thinks death 
0 ſhould be ſweet unto 
1th hee, 'O my: ſou], when 
a/ife it ſelf is 'ſo trouble: 
Heme: rs 5 | 
ge['7V.I, Teſts Chriſt hath 
f|tried the ſtrength of death, 
hy ind conquered it, By 
| inp, he overcame death, 
*| 16d "him that had the 
% |vower of - death which 
| the Devil. There :5z- 
th tm was out-ſhot in his 
7-| vn Bow, ard catcht in 
q OY _ 6 What 

Hath -he (got by * bringing 
- .Chrift to! the Croſſe -to 
df 
f 


Ye Grave'd By*igeteing, 
he hath loft the - viAory. 
A happy Paradox. Dearth 
ook the * Lord Feſas 
!|Wwith fits Ring, but loft its 


| 


| 

$ Ring by 'trikiog of him. 
| 'Ob* death, Where thy 
- Ping ? 
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fling ? O grave, Where i; 
thy vittery Þ The ſting 6 
Acath 14 fimne , the flrength 
of finne 1s the Law, Bul 
thanks be to God Who hatl the 
given #8 the viAory, Set n 
my Soul, Chrift hath nf 
only gotten the yiRory, bu} 
hath given us the vio, 
ty. which he' hath gotten, 
What 2 Shall a conquered!” 
enemy,diſanimate'tbe Con- 
qneroure? | 

V 11. Nay, Jeſus Chriſt 8! 
bath not only conquered ned 
death , and diſarmed it, Ix 
but hath bleſſed death, 
and ſanQified ir. He bath), 

. made it _= only = a1 th, 

enemy , but a friend, 4 
$607.3-22 rriviledge ' £0. ' beleevers, 

Come my ſont and play ]* 

with'death by faith. Efteem 

it as 4 privyiledge, be not 
; afraid, 
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.faid, be not troubled at. 
as if it were ſtill ati eat. 
VIII. Whiles I amy 
of the body I : am abſear 
om the Lord, and fo 

iſt 'be till 1. die. Shall. 
'not deſire, : at leaſt: be. 
a, fotent £0. die, that 1 may. 
ex | preſent with: the Lord? 
ed 2 my Soul ! Love to 
- (kriſikt ſhould conftrain 

' ſie to be willing co paſſe 
ric ky galf-co-come to'chy be- 
med. nn 
+ | IX, When death comes 
'thath only co do with 

7 body, nothing .to do 
th my ſonl. And- if it 
, my foul alone. which 
rs, fy betcer part, I would 
jay #! de troubled for that 
-m ſaich it can do. at my 
ot fm, my body, which 


id, is 
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is bue the worſer- part;;.; yd 
- X.: For my-body,rchough1;f 
it be but che groſſer party; 
of the man, yet becauſe} x 
it is a friend of my ſon{lot 
and 2 piece of. my ſelbgſ/ſhe 
deſpiſe it. not.. Therefort|have 
I take comfort, thatthough|ſ 


ſhall aot be-Joſt. ' Ic. fig 
be. united. co Chriſtin 
Srave;-as..my fout to:Whrt|ly | 
in -Heaven.'' Death canot|ond 
deſtroy che union 'berwin|lie- 
Chriſt and the velerr wi 
any part of him. Thoug|the( 
worms deſtroy my fleſh] X 
or iit -be-:turned to-dukjaen 
yet my\daſt ſhall be: piv\iroy 
cious. God: ſhall: bring:a/ibe 
cogether after the maiſſenen 
changes, raiſe up my b#hll-t| 
dy at the laſt day , ghers 
it' meeting with my ſoutjay 
a 


( C191] 
i wd/ then: witth theſe> eyes 
gh | ;Ghall' 4eeT my wr peg 


ak XI. Though I all die, 
-L ſhall die{but once. 
d1/The ſecond . dearh : ſhall 
ial no power- over me. 
Al There; cs 20 , condetrnrmtion 
t {i/s thews that are 32 Chriſt 
|, He bath fatisfied- 
{6x me, 2nd juſtified: me- 
int lly his blond, who ſhall 
9% ondemn 2. Since: I muſt: 
le-once ; what a>merey 
oh it that it-is inot the-workt, 
ugd|he ſecond death! 
eſh] XII, Death. is the laſt 
uk|wemy:; thac is. to be de- 
pie(royed: (in thar ſebſe char. 
14] +believer;: may; callit an 
anſleemy) when that's: over 
bykll- the worſt - of a belie- 
i ers ſtate is over. Oh 
7, Soul, be willing 'to 
aall die 
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die, that thou- maiſt- log 
back and fay, Thanks buy, 
God, Now I am paſt «| 
worſt. 0 _ 4e: 
X III. For: the kind vb 
deach: Whether TI. die 7" 
the Peſtileace; , ofi- | in « 
other diſeaſe, : or yy Nai 
hand of.viotenceptheres| ng 
no great difference. Ny t@4 
chingi Gil chefali- me;:by (gjj 
thaglwhich is::common , "Y 
othev Sains:' Alt::dea8/{gig 
zre much like: tq 2 act ind 
ber of. Chriſt ' 2: all þ the 
ſting'd, all ſanAtified. Ty the! 
Plague indeed hues! th v my 
man up foom his fri "for 
bur' ic dork not. ſha: Il Go 
out :from the. man; al bn 
where: God is he make; ,| 
a Palace of -a Peſt-houſ#firt 
However ic is but deatb[qy, 
(The, Plague cannot maktſing, 
: i 


| [193] 
ot another ching)and deaths 
ih friend. 
Wh XI V. For the pains of 
death, 1 ſhould nor be 
HAtroubled, God can make 
N Yeath eafie. Some feel leſle 
Wideath, then in other 
MYiſeafes, and commonly 
ef more in the fickneſle before 
W| death, chen in death which 
| follows the fickneſſe. Bur 
0. the worſt, though 
WP ſharp, yer they are ſhore, 
ind not intollerable. All 
WM! the Saints have endured 
TY them, and therefore, O 
#| my Soul, do not give back 
"for a lictle pain, That 
mod which hath carried 
and ſb many through this gulf, 
"1s able ro carry thee with 
oeJaich and patience tho- 
th tow. Say with the holy 
ake nger, Though I Walk the- 
ſ K raw 
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row the walley of the ſhadgw C0! 
of death, yet Will I fear no \be 
#1, for thou art With me, call 
Lord be witch thy ſervant in [fi 
chat hour, that I may not |tbe 
fear. cr0! 

X V. There my be ſore|60 
temptations, and on-ſets of |dre: 
Satan at that time , when|and 
the body is weakeſt, And ven 
indeed fome precious |0 | 
Szints have been in great |dee! 
darkneſſe before their |fvel 
death, and ir may be Thc 
with me. lc is true, O|dle 
my Soal, and theu haſt] »0t 
deſerved the withdrawing| ther 
of God at ſich a time, |O 0 
becauſe chou hiſt not im-| Jeſu 
proved his preſence infor-| ft 
mer times. If thou fear-!#! t 
eſt this, let it bechy wir-|ted 
ning. Now take heed of He | 
grieving the Spirit. Bury, 

conſider, 


low 
#0 


1% 
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conſider, though ſome of 


the faithfall have been 
called our co ſuch Con- 


lis before death , yet 
their Conflits have been 
crowned with Conqueſts ; 


"re God bath made cheir light 


break forth of obſcurity, 


ind put them into Hea- 
yen, Or rather Heaven . in- 


to them, whiles they bave 


deen yet upon earth, How- 
ever, this is the comfore ; 
Though Saran may trous 
ble che Sainr, yethe ſhall 
not conquer him : And 
therefore truſt in the Lord, 
0O'my Sou!, Tr lies upon 


| Jeſus Chat, the Captain 


of thy Salyacion, to keep 


ar- 4! that which is commit- 


'r- ted to him of the Father. 
of | He would never have fow- 
at/ed, if he had meant that 


a 


K 2 Sacan 
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Satan ſhould go away with 
che harveſt. Ic coſt him 
his blond to redeem thee, 
Do not chink he will part 
with chat eaſily, which he 
hath purchaſed at ſo dear 
a price. He never yet left 
any of his Saiats in death, 
I cruſt he will not make me 
the ficft. 

X VI. Though death 
will make a ſeparation be- 
_ ewixt ſoul and body, yet 
deach ſhall not ſeparate 
from the love of God 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus, 
This Pax/ was perſwaded 
of Roms. And jſo am | 
upon the ſame grounds 
Gods love is nor'changabl: 
1a ir ſelf, nor conquerableby 
death. He loved chee,O amy 
ſoul, notwichſtandins thy 


unxorchineſſe, and thece-' 


fore 


4 


fot 
not 


| me 
k. 

4 

| 1W 
fo 
me 
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ith |fore be aſſured, he will 
im [not ſeparate thee from his 
ee, |Jove, becauſe of thine un- 
art [ worthinefſle. And now I 
helſee whare it cannot dec, 
ear| Lord keep me from be- 
left] ing diſmay*d at the ut- 
th, | moſt that it can do againſt 
me | me, 

XVII. If death take 
th | away ſome outward com- 
e- | forts from me, or rather 
yet | me from them, viz, Wife, 
ate] Children, Friends, Poſlefſ- 
0d] fions ; This is my Com- 
8s. | fort , | God hath ſuffered 
el| me to enjoy them, whiles 
Il I had need of them, or 
ds] could have benefit by them; 
ble] when ] am taken from 
by] them, I ſhall then have 
ny| no more need of them. 
| And why then ſhould I 
care for not haying what 1 
K 3 do 


[198] | 
do not want. Ir is a mer- 
cy to have them, but] 
ſpeaks the imperfe&ion of| * 
our ſtate to need chem 
It is ber:er bein a ſtiteof 
perfetion without them, . 
then ſill to have them and! ! 
be imperſeQ. Nil 

XVIII. It is true, ; 
death will firip me of ſome 
outward accompliſhment;, | 
but it ſhall do me as good | ©? 
2 turn, todeliver me from Iy 
all my troubles. And I| 
would have thee know, 


O my Soul, that the trou-| |, 
bles of this life of fick-| © 


neſſe, pain, lofle, ſorrow, e 

fear, cc. may very well| © 

lie in the balance againſt| 

all earthly enjoyments: It y 

is a faving match at leaſt, | | 
| 


to ſell our outward con- | 
tentments,to be freed from | 
our 


| 


[199] 
our this lifes miſeries. 

XI X Though death 
take away ſome uleleſſe 
moveables which have 
of) ſerved my curn whiles I 
nm had need, yet as a friend 
ng; it leaves me my beſt Jew- 

els, My Soul, thou fhale 
.- ſtil] enjoy thy precious 
| graces, and glorious privie 
+ | ledges, when death hath 
4| taken thee from thy cheap- 
er and more troubleſome 
luggage. Death will nor, 
cannot reddle with thy 
beſt treaſure. And wilt 
thou not be content to part 
with thoſe, fince it leaves 
| theetheſe ? | 
XX. What I leave of 

outward things when I 
| die, I leave to others that 
| ſtay behinde. There will 
ſtil! be uſe of them to 
K 4 thoſe 


er-/ 
but | 
of 
Mm 
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thoſe that live* to ufe 


chem. They wiil not be 
loft, becauſe I leave them. 


And when my turn is ſer. 
ved, why ſhould I grudge 
thar others ſhould be ſer. 
ved 2s well asI? 


X XI. I ſhall know no | 
more ſenſible pleaſure and 


contentment here, but 1 


am well content, becauſe | 


I ſhall finne no more in 
the enjoyment of ſuch 
pleaſure, I have paid dear 
enough for ajl that I have 
had, whiles I had it. The 
finne of my pleaſure, hath 
devoured all the ſweet 
neſſe of my pleaſure, that 


working me more ſmart. 


afrer my pleaſure , then 
all my pleaſure was worth, 
whiles I was enjoying it, 
My Soul, be content to 

rejoyce 
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rejoyce na more amongſt 
the living, upon this ac- 
count, that death will 
free thee from i inning any 
more amongſt them. 
.XX11. In death there 
will be no. more remem- 


\ | brance of me : But it is 


no matter, I hope when I 
| am forgotten, my fin and 


| ſhame will 9 forgotten. 


' alſo... I am content the reſt 
ſhou!d be forgotten, ſo that. 
my ſolly and weakneſs may. 
be no more, remembred.. 
And yet my Sovl.be not 
diſcouraged, The Scripture 
faith: The memory of the Ju 

# bleſſed, Pia. eh 4a. 
righteoms ſhall be 11 everia- 
fting remembrance , Plalm 
112. 6, Ged hath pro- 
vided that our Names 
ſhould live ,, when our, 


K 5 fleſh? 
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fleſh conſumes. The rot- 


ting of the Name is x 
curſe entailed upon thoſe 


that are rotten in their 
lives. 


XXIT1. I ſhall lie in * 
the pit, and not know . 


what is done under the 
Sunne, Darkneſſe will 
cover me in the grave: 


Bat if I lie in the pit I | 


ſhall be ſafe ; No body 
will envy, No body will 
hurt me there. And though 


it be a dark place, it is 
the better for a fleeping- | 


place. I tell thee, O my 
Soul, the recompence of 
nor knowing what is done 
under the Sunne. Thou 
ſhale not know the wic- 


kedneſſe, the blaſphemy, | 


the oppreſſion and vio- 
lence that is done there. 
Since 


20 


,. | Since thou canſt not know” 

i 2 little good, without the 

oY knowledge of ſo much 

« | evil under the Sunne , 
which.is ſo great a bur- | 
then, be contented to 
be caſed of thy burthen 
by not knowing what is 
done, 

XX1V. Worms may 
| perhaps conſume my bo- 
' dy, bur that is no preat 

matter neither, 1 ſhall 
| not feel their gnawings 
of my fleſh. What chough 
my body cannot eſcape 
_ thoſe feeble creatures, when 
” it is dead, yet bleſſed be 
God, thac helliſh worme 
| of an accuſing Conſcience, 
| ſhall rot be ſuffered to 
diſreſt my Soul. There is 
more mercy in being freed 


from one worm, then from 
_ 3 « 
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x thouſand, The wormes: 


feed upon my body : 1 
remember David ſaid, He 
Was a worm, A King, and 


yet a worm, / Sure I muſt: 
be ſomething below a 
worm: But if a worm, let 


the worms feed upon their 
fellows ; I am plad that 
worms may: be better for 
me when T'die. It is my 
orief that men have been 
ſo intle better for me 
whiles 1 lived. 

XX V, My treaſure is 
in Heaven, my beſt goods 


are there; they were. not- 


ſent thither, laid up there 
for me to tarry long be- 
'rinde. I muſt go from 
hence before I can. come 
thither, And I muſt tell 
thee, O my Soul, I like 
no? to loſe my __ 
y 


J 
bp: 
| 
| 
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by. ſtaying here. 
XXVI. When death 
' [pats an end to this life, it 
will give an entrance into 
 |eternall life, The ending 
' of one is the beginning of 
"the other : Who would 
not be willing co be at 
the end of a worſe, to be 


_ at the: beginning of a ber- 


ter, of a bleſied life 2 Lord, 
make thy  ſervant-not on- 
ly willing, but coverous of 


| this. 


XX VII. When I die, 
I £0 to reſt, to reſt from 


| my Iabours, I ſhall be 
| out of the reach of care, 


trouble, ſorrow , lickneile, 


; temptations, perſecution. 
| Here I am, as other of 
| my brethren , the But of 
| Satans rage, of the malice 


of wicked men, I bave 
not 
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not bcen free to ſpeak or 
deliver my Maſters Mef- 
ſage without danger. Men 
have jaid wait to enſnare 
me in my own words, to 
make my tongue my trap, 


Theſe ſhall follow me but 


to my grave ; There they 
will loſe the Sent. O my 
Soul, Thy grave is thy 
Burrow,in death chou ſhalt 
be quiet. 


XXVIII. As ſoon ws 


breath goes out of my 
body, I traſt my ſoul ſhall 
be mounted upon the 
wings of Angels into Hea- 
ven, intv efbrahams bo- 
ſome ; And this will aot 
be long in doing ; Who 


wouſd not ride on ſuch a 

Chariot, to ſuch a place! 
Great things are ſpoken | 
of Heaven ; And I have 


ſpoken 


ſpok 
to N 


or 
lel- 
len 
Ire 


- — —_ 
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ſpoken as grear as I could, 
to make it an attractive, 3 
powerfull Argument to 
draw other men to the 


love of Holineſſe. If I 


'be not willing 'to go to 


Heaven, I betray my faith, 
[ ſhame my practice. Shall 
not he that preacheth 
Heaven, be willing to die, 
chat he may be in Hea- 
ves ? My Soul, thon 
wouldſt be loth to have 
all thy Heaven upon earth. 
And therefore when Gods 
time comes, Wilt thou not 
be wiiling to part with 
erth, that thon maiſt en- 
joy thy Heaven where it is? 

XXIX I have ac- 
counted ſlezp a ſpeciall 


| dleflins ef Cod for the 
refreſhing of Nature; My 
. ſl:ep hath been the image 


and. 


* 
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and fimilitude of my death, 


ro le 


When I-have llept, I have to (le 
been like to one that is, 11j c 
dead for that time. Death,'{rre 
is the trueft ſleep : Asj|iie 


when I ſlept I. was as one, 
that were dead, ſo when 
I die, I fhall be bur as one; 
that is aſleep. .And though 
I ſhall ſleep longer in my 
grave,then-in my bed;yet.ag: 
when I have ſlept, I awake, 
and. riſe again, ſo after this 
fleep of death, when its 
off, I ſhall awake and riſe 
again, O my Soul, whey, 
I.zm weary of the day, 1, 


willingly lay me down'te 


fleep. Thou art content 
the body ſhould hayereit, 


I pray thee be as wiling, | 


when-this weariſome day: 
of-thy: natural life 1s at ap 
end, in the night of death 


to ur 
X 
here 
but 
tion 


 ſhif 


tOA 


0, 
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h, to let thy body lie down 
'e to ſleep inits bed of earth, 
fill che morning of its re- 
A furretion comes, To 
5; /die unto a Saint is but 
© toundreſle, and go to bed. 
"7 XXX. Whiles I am 
© here in the world, I am 
\/ but in a moveable condi- 
7. tion, alwayes flitting and 
# ſhifting, from one houſe 
) to another, from one place 
/ to another. And thishath 
| been very irkſome, But 
4 
F 
: 


I think God hath wiſely 
ordered it, that by moving 
to many places, I might 
be in love with none. If 
I have liked my houſe 
| never ſo well, I have been 
| ' forced ro leave it, either 
' becauſe none of mine, or 
'  decauſe my work hath been 


| ended in the place where] 
| have 
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have pitched, How often gart 
have I bcen forcibly remo. gf ( 
ved fron; people whom I| wax 
have lovid, from place | the 
where I Dad thought to. or 
have reſted ! In Heaven 1 live 
Kavi an tonſe of mine Own, 40 
2 better houfe then any mg 
the world affords, net oe; 
made with hands ; aneter- xyer 
nz! huuſe, whoſe buildet chi 
and maker is God. An mc 
houſe that wants no con- 
venience. An houſe thats ſpy 
ready and amply furniſhed, ye 
If thou wert there, O my! xj 
Soul, thon ſhouldſt not ' 1; 
.need to flit, it is thine it- 
heritance by pifr, and he! yj 
that gave it will not put| 
thee out, Shall I not be: je 
willing tolive in mine own, 6 
rather then a ſtrangers, in 5 
an heavenly then in nf 1, 
earthly 
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earthly houſe z in zn houſe 
of Gods buildings then of 


| mans ; in an eternal, ra- 
| ther then in a falling rui- 
- nous habitation? While TI 


live here, I ſhall be put 


_ to ſhift, when I die 1 ſhall 


make but one remove, and 
never flit again, Let me 
remove once, and do it 
cheerfully, chatT may re- 
move no more. 

X X X I. But what dolI 
ſpeak of an Houſe, in Hea- 


, ver? (my Soul) there is 2 


Kingdom , Not like the 
Kingdoms of this world, 
not a narrow, envied, di- 
vided, ſhaken, finfnl, tem- 
poral Kingdom, Not ſub- 
jet to warres, tumalts, 
fire, famine, peſtilence, 
oppreffion , ruine , deſola» 
tion, but a ſpiritual , hea- 
venly, 
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venly, Slorious, urſhsken, 


large, united, undefiled, 


peaceable,cveriaſting King- | 


dom, Not ſubjeft to any 
invaſion, to any change, to 
any danger. Since there- 
fore God hath given mea 
Kingdom, and the King 
dom is not of this world, 
which te hath given me; 


Why ſhould I deſire to 


continue in this wor!d,and 
got go where my Kirgdog 
is? Would any man that 
is heirtoa Kingdom deſire 
to live any where but in 
the Kingdom to which he 
is an heir? Eſpecially, if 
his own be ſuch, thatin 
compariſon it ſhames 3ll 


others that may be brought | 
to make compariſon. Lord, 


fince ic pleaſeth thee to 
give me a Kingdom, Help 
me 
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me to walk worthy of the 
dignity , and hopes of &s 


- | King, whiles I live, and 


ler nut this beggarly life, 
nor any thing thac beloaps 
to it, keep me from being 
willing, nay deſirous to en- 
joy a Crown. If ſuch a 
worm may ſpeak ſuch a 
word, To ſay heisa King ; 


' I beſeech thee make me 


willing, or elſe when the 
time comes, Nay not for 
my willingneſſe, bur ſet 


me upon the Throne, bring 


me to the Kingdom pro- 
miſed. Pur, oh pur thar 
pure Crown of Righteouſ- 
neſſe, that incorrupcible 
Crown of Glory upon my 


| head. Ics a glorious ching 


+ to be a King. Amoition 


makes graceleſs men,whoſe 
portion is in this life, de- 
ſperately 
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ſperately daring to adven- 
cure their All to get one 


of theſe poor Cotrape | 
Kingdoms, Oth my Soul, ' 


Shall not grace make thee 
willing to put off thy nz- 
tural life, co put on this 
living and immarceſſib{ 
Crown ? 

XX XII. The Scripture 


ſpeaks admirable things of | 


the glorified eſtate of the 


Saints, what is reſerved in ' 


Heaven for them, what 
they ſhall enjoy there. At 


preſent it teis us we know 
bur in part, and we know 


it tels us true by our great 
ignorance, It cals all that 
we have on this fide Hea- 
ven our taſtes and exrneſts 
of what we ſhall have. 
We are now the ſons of 
God, bur ic doth nor yet 

| 3ppear 
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2ppear what we ſhall be, "i 
fach S* Zohr. And che 15obn 3. || 


' Apoſtle faith, Eye harh not 2. ii 


ſew, nor ear heard, neither 


hath it entered inte the heart 
of man, the things Which 
God hath prepared for them | 
that love him, Surely there , gyp,, 9, | 
re ſome firanger things | 
reſerved to be revealed and 


enjoyed in Heaven, oreiſe 


we ſhould not have ſuch 


' bigh and farre-meaning ex- 


preſſions from the holy 
Spirit, While: thou art 


| here (O my 5oul) thou 
haſt buz a poor imperfe&t 


olicmpſe of char which les 
wrzpt up in the promiſe. 
Thou liveſt by faith not 
by. fighe. Tony happineſle 
now lies prizcipally in the 
hope of what ſhall be toy 
hzppinefle in Heaven. 

And 
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And therefore ſince this is ;:0 
not the place for accom. 1x i 
pliſhing thy happineſle, be, ;;, 
thou carried out with de.).jer 
fire to be in that place, ' 
where thy happineſſe my; þf 
be accompliſhed, to di 'hna 
and be diſſolved, thu. 'me 
thou maiſt know and enjoj; He 
all chat is ſpoken of the ha) 
blefled (tate of che blefled plit 
Saints in glory, hay 

I. I defire to know er-| enl 
perimentally, what it isto hay 
be in a ſtate that is abſo- all 
lately free from trouble, | vin 
fear, ſorrow, ſicknes, tem- it} 
ptations, enemies , eſpeci- | eſt 
ly from finne : Oh what | the 
thing is that? Here I know | gir 
little elſe- bur finne and | Ge 
ſorrow, Lord,let me know fet 
what it isto be freed from | to. 
theſe, what it is to ſin no Pe 

more, 
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Sis ;:0re, LO Weep no more. 
m- it is in the promiſe, Rev, 
bi] :1.4, Oh let mehaveir in 
de) performance. 
ce, ' 2, The Scripture ſpeaks 
14/ bf the ſpirits of juſt men 
di made perfe&. Thoſe juſt 
1 | men are no where but in 
109 Heaven, and there they 
he have their ſouls accom- 
el pliſhe with perfeRtion. They 
have their natural faculcies 
x- enlarged' and filled, they 
to have the image of God, 
o all their graces, that .Di- 
le, | vine Nature (as Peter cals 
n- it} comopleated to the high- 
ci | eſt degree, It 1s now with 
4 | them, as it was inthe be. 
s , ginning, they are like unco 
1d | God himſelf, and in his per- 
w | fe& fmilitude; . according 
m | tothe meafure of creature- 
0 | perfection. Oh my, Soul, 
BE L __doſt 
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doſt thou not deſire experi. 
mentally ro know andenjoy 
this happineſs, to be abſo. ' 1, 
lutely and compleatly ſan | 
ified, to have all thy ;. 
graces ſhining in their luſtre 54 
and glory? Oh me think. (,, 
thou ſhouldſt long ts know ,;. 
whatthis is to be like unto c,, 
God that made thee, who , 
when he made thee, made p,, 
thee like himſelf. | nox 
| 3+ I hear great thing ,,, 
ſpoken of Heaven, whats 2 

glorious place it is, and ch 
how farce it excels all that <q, 
is viſible on this fide. Art ary 
hath raiſed many glorious | j,,, 
ftkraftures, which do very | nx; 
much catch the ſenſes, r | jjye 
viſh che beholders. But | yþ 
char part ofthe viſible Hes- | jj 
vens which is the workman- yh 


ſhip of God drawn over, 
| our ; 


— 
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, our heads, the beautifull 
fl- ground-work, and curious 
9 enamelling of the Sunne, 
0- ' Moon and Starres , doth 
& exceedingly ſhame all the 
Y invention and art of man. 
re Theſe I have feen,and been 
Ks. ſometimes much taken 
W withthem. But I bave not 
0. ſeen what is the glory of 
0 . the higheſt Heavens, the 
le Paradiſe of God. I have 

- not ſeen the City of the 
i =u_ King, the glorious 

high Throne on which 
d Chriſt Jeſus fitss Oh my 
i  Soul,wby doſt thou linger? 
t Art thon not willing to 
v | leavethis world, that thou 
Y | maift know, behold, and 
> | livein that place of Glory, 
| which ſo farre tranſcends 
- | all that thou haſt ſeen, and 
- | which thou canſt not ſee 


| L 2 untill 
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until thou leave this world) kt 
Would thou not fain ſee re 
that manſion thae Chriſt th 
went to prepare for thee? Tl 
4. My Soul, thou haſt 4 
very reverend thoughts of in 
the Saints departed, of the an 
7Fathers. that died in the fot 
faith long ago, and of the th) 
Saints and Martyrs of Je ea 
ſus that died in later apes, pre 
of eAdam, Noah, Enoch, tC 
Abraham , Iſaac, Fact, lof 
Moſes, Foſhnah , Sam, th 
David, Solomon, Iſaiah,Jz 0 
remiah , Ezch el , Daniel, itt 
Peter, Paul; Calvin, Ly fol 
ther, Cranmer, Ridley, Lt tho 
timer, Bradford. My Soul, The 
thou haſt onely heard of | qua 
theſe, thou kaſt not ſeen 
chem. But now, my Soul, | 
when thou goeſt to Heaven,| 5 
thou ſhalt ' behold and lent 
know 


—_— 


d 
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know all theſe, with ali the 
reſt of thoſe glorified Saints 
that went before thee. 
Thou ſhale fit down with 
Abraham, Iſaac and Faceb 
inthe Kingdom of Heaven; 
1nd thoſe whom thou now 
ſo much ad mireft, Call be 
thy Companions, If thou 


. leave behinde thee ſome 


precious Saints, whom 
thou loveſt, there will be no 
lofle of Company, there 
thoa ſhalt finde others 
more worthy of thy love, 
inHeaven all is exchanged 
fot better. Thou knowelt' 


. thoſe already that are bere. 
' There chou ſhalt be ac- 
 quainted and familiar with: 
' thoſe thou never knew-- 


eſt, 
5. The Angels are excel- 
lent glorious Creatures, All 
L 3 Spirit, 
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Spirit, exceeding holy, they, zC 
wait upcn God immediate | mar 
ly, they paſſe up and down | whe 
with incredible celerity,are i {cor 
Inſtruments to do Gol! niot 
| great ſervice; yea though | gill 
we ſee them not, yet ate | to | 
they miniſtring ſpirirs unto | tho 
- the heirs of falyation, Ang 
Doubtleſſe they now per» {cor 
form many good offices for | 6 
us, which are not yet un- ' 01 
derftood by us for whom yr: 
they are performed: My | for 
Scul, theſe glorious Cre | and 
tures, whoſe feet a man |My 
can hardly now behold and yrel 
live, thou ſhaic in Heaven |m! 
tave the full knowledge of |prel 
them , of their Natures, |exp 
Office anq4 Miniftry. Thou |the 
ſhait converſe with them |1ni 
familiarly,and not be afraid jet 
ofcher, Hereathou art but 'no1 


of 


_. YRny 
ey, z Companion for men, and 
te- | many of thoſe men amongſt 
wn\ whom thon liveſt hbaye 
ce (korned to be thy Compa- 
od | nions ; Let this make thee 
6h | willing to leave this world, 
re | to go to Heaven, where 
to | thou ſhale be a Mate for 
n. Angels, and. ſhalr not be 
r- corned by them. 

or | 6, The Scripture ſaith, 
n- ' Our light affiiftions Which 
m arebat for a mement ,do work. 


ly \for afar more exceeding, 1 Cor.s. 


& ; andeternal Weight of glory, 
in |My Sou], thou doſt not at 
1d preſent enjoy this ; nay, I 
n |:n ſure thou canſt nor com- 
f |preberid what lies in this 
s, (expreſſion. Te is ſpoken for 
u |theeto wonder at, Glory, 
n weight of Glory, an ex- 
d eeding weight of Glory, a 
t 'nore exceeding _ of 

lory, 


1% 
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Glory, a farre more excee. 0! 
ding weight of Glory, , er 
farre more exceeding and the 
eternal weight of Glory, 1n 
My Soul, doſt thou knoy . Gl 
what this means? Sureit is Ar, 
ſome wonderfull thing, tha 
which the Apoſtle, guided fo! 
by the Spirit, heaps ſo many | hai 
words upon, as if it were [is 
ſomething char did exceed ous 
the moft exceeding expreſ- ' Son 
fions ; Oh my Soul,thongh He: 
now thou doeſt not compre-| ſha 
hend the expreiiion, but Glc 
admireſt ſomething which | mo! 
thou doſt not underſtand, ' An 
yet when thou comeſt to | tho 
Heaven, thou ſhalt not on- | Glc 
ly underſtand the phraſe, | ſha 
but poſſeſſ: the thing | cart 
Art thou not willing to. 
take thy wings and flie from | 


hence, that. thou maiſt not 
only 
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ee. only underſtand, but be la- 
. 2 den with this bleſſed bur- 
znd theo, which the Spirit cals 
ry, 4n exceeding weight of 
ow . Glory ? Who would need 
eis Arguments to perſwade, 
g, that might be aſſured by 
ed foing to ſuch a place to 
ny | have leave to carry away 
re his]ading of gold or prect- 
ed ous treaſure * Why, my 
f- ' Sonl, if thou wilt go to 
ph Heaven, all chy burthen 
e-| ſhall be thy glory : This 
ut Glory is ten thouſand times 
h | more precious then gold. 
d, ' And it hath this advantage, 
0 , tongh ir be a_ weight of 
d | Glory, yet it is no burthen, 
e; | ſhall never weary him that 
6 | carries it. 
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